
 

More Cumbrian Butterflies …….. 

 

  
The Comma ………..    .... there’s a comma on the underside. 

 

  
Red Admiral….one of our best known butterflies has a colourful underside too. 

 

  
The Peacock…  has a lacklustre underside but a regular in our gardens. 

 

  
Small Tortoiseshell… very common in our gardens and wider countryside. 
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Message from …  
…the Branch Chairman    
  
 
 
Welcome to our Autumn newsletter. 
Since our last issue after the Winter 
floods by early June even the grass 
was beginning to wilt! After five weeks 
of heat the rest of Summer has been a 
‘mixed bag’. The month of May did give 
our Pearl and Small-Pearl-bordered 
fritillaries, Small Blue and Marsh 
fritillaries a good flight period with lots 
of breeding and egg laying  
 
 

 

    
 
opportunities. We also had a brief but 
wonderful mini Painted Lady ‘invasion’ 
from the South. However as I write this 
message in late July our large 
fritillaries have appeared in low 
numbers on most sites and their flight 
season has been shortened by less 
favourable weather. 

 
Large Heath, Northern Brown Argus and even Mountain Ringlet all emerged a little 
earlier than normal but also suffered from wind and rain and a curtained flight 
season but on a more positive note Grayling and second generation Red Admiral, 
Peacock, Green-veined White and Large White have all been doing their best to put 
on a good show. 
 
For those who came to our Annual Member’s Day.....this year at Haybridge Nature 
Reserve in the Rusland valley.....the weather was damp at times but what a fantastic 
day! Haybridge is a ‘gem’ of a private nature reserve with a range of habitats and to 
see Osprey, Coral Orchid and more Grass snakes than most see in a lifetime was a 
thrill. However the highlight for most was the superb selection of moths on view from 
the previous nights traps. We are very grateful to our moth officer Martin Tordoff 
who stayed the night to run the traps and organise this part of the programme. Also 
a ‘thank you’ to Peter Boardman who gave us an interesting and practical talk on 
wild life photography. If you are not a member of Haybridge Nature Reserve do 
‘google it’ and join! 
 
This issue contains our latest programme of Autumn/Winter work parties. We have a 
brilliant team of volunteers but we NEED your help. You will see that some are on 
Wednesdays and others on Sundays and directions and other details are provided. 
If you want to find out more please contact me or the named party leader. They are 
all selected to be of maximum conservation benefit especially for our endangered 
species and they are enjoyable! You work at your own pace with all guidance, 
training and equipment provided and you meet really nice people with similar 
interests! 
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We hope you have taken advantage of our Summer field trips.....if you have 
attended several then maybe you have seen all forty breeding species in 
Cumbria?.....if not look out for another super programme in our Spring issue for 
2017.  
       

  

Best wishes,  
 Chris Winnick.    

 
 

Butterfly Conservation Cumbria Branch  
Sunday 2016/2017 Work Parties  
 
Work parties are arranged for the second Sunday in each month (except November this year 

when it is the first Sunday) starting in September.    Meet at 10.00 at the places in the table below.  

Bring rainwear, warm clothing, lunch and stout footwear and note additional advice below. 
 

Contact in the first instance the named individual in the table for updates or Chris Winnick 01539 

728254.  It will be as well to check the status of the work party during periods of bad weather 

particularly ice and snow. 

 

Day Event 

11 September  

2016 

Sunday  10.00 

Wartbarrow, Allithwaite 

Meet at Community Playing field Grid reference SD387767 For full 

directions see Branch web site. 

Please do not park in Quarry Lane as it causes friction. 

Contact Martin Chadwick 015395 32553 

9 October  

2016 

Sunday  10.00 

Braithwaite Moss 

Follow A66T from Keswick towards Cockermouth.  Pass junctions to 

Braithwaite village on left and Braithwaite Moss is on right hand side by 

farm buildings (ca 1km).  Parking available at entrance to farm and in 

yard.  

Grid reference NY 232248      Wellingtons a ‘must’ 

Contact Steve Doyle 01228 544059 

6 November 

2016 

Sunday  10.00 

Township Plantation  

Take A5074 from Gilpin Bridge, take second left turn to ‘The Howe’ (no 

signpost), cross minor road and climb to the centre of the hamlet.  Turn 

left on tarmac road, and then bear right onto a track with concrete 

wheel tracks.  Park (limited) at the first clearing in the wood.   

Grid reference SD 454885. 

Contact Chris Winnick 01539 728254 

11 December  

2016 

Sunday  10.00 

Wartbarrow and Quarry, Allithwaite 

details as for 11 September  

Contact Martin Chadwick 015395 32553 

8 January  

2017 

Sunday  10.00 

Township Plantation  

Details as for 6 November 

Contact Chris Winnick 01539 728254 
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12 February 

2017 

Sunday  10.00 

Witherslack Woods 

Turn off A590 towards Witherslack, continue on road to pass through 

the village to Witherslack Hall.  Turn right on to a rough track (the 

kennels) to parking.      

Grid reference SD 436859 

Contact Chris Winnick 01539 728254 

12 March 

2017 

Sunday  10.00 

 

Capes Head, Old Park Wood, Holker 

Meet at Reception to caravan site.  Grid reference: SD 337783  

For full directions, see Branch web site. 

Contact David Eastlick 0153955 32076 

 
 
 
Wednesday Work Parties 2016/2017 
 

Meet at 10:00 at the parking places described on the branch web site  www.cumbria-

butterflies.org.uk   Check the web site for last minute changes or ring Chris Winnick 01539 

728254 or David Eastlick 015395 32076. 

Dress appropriately for Cumbrian weather, boots, waterproofs, warm clothing and, bring 

lunch and drinks.  We supply tools and protective equipment. 

Day Event 

14 

September 

2016 

Wednesday  

10.00 

Farrer’s Allotment, Whitbarrow, Lyth Valley 

Turn off A590 at Gilpin Bridge and follow Lyth Valley road, A5074.  

Take first turning left, where the main road bears right. After 

500m, turn left into Johnscales.  There is a locked gate on right.  

Please wait by gate and we’ll offer lifts up a good forestry road. 

Grid reference SD462867 

Contact Chris Winnick 01539 728254 

28 

September 

2016 

Wednesday  

10.00 

Farrer’s Allotment, Whitbarrow, Lyth Valley 

Journey details described under 14 September.  

Contact Chris Winnick 01539 728254 

12 October 

2016  

Wednesday  

10.00 

Wartbarrow, Allithwaite 

Meet at the community playing field in Quarry Lane, Grid 

reference SD387767. For full details please see the branch web 

site entry 

Please do not park in Quarry Lane as it causes friction. 

Contact Martin Chadwick 015395 32553 

26 October 

2016 

Wednesday  

10.00 

Witherslack Woods 

Turn off A590 towards Witherslack, continue on road to pass 

through the village to Witherslack Hall.  Turn right on to a rough 

track (the kennels) for parking.     Grid reference SD 436859 

Contact Chris Winnick 01539 728254. 

9 November 

2016 

Wednesday  

10.00 

Witherslack Woods 

Journey details described under 26 October. Grid reference SD 

436859 

Contact Chris Winnick 01539 728254. 
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23 November 

2016 

Wednesday  

10.00 

 

Hampsfield Allotment, Hampsfell, Cartmel Valley 

For full journey details please see the branch web site entry 

Right turn into High Hampsfield Farm driveway SD 404803. We 

have consent to park at the farm. The space might be a bit tight, 

and ride sharing might be a good idea. 

Be prepared for a moderate hike in to SD 398805. 

Contact David Jackson 015395 33322. 

7 December 

2016  

Wednesday  

10.00 

Hampsfield Allotment, Hampsfell, Cartmel Valley 

Journey details described under 23 November  

Contact David Jackson 015395 33322 

21 

December 

2016  

Wednesday  

10.00 

Wartbarrow and Quarry, Allithwaite 

Meet at the community playing field in Quarry Lane, grid 

reference SD387767. For full details please see the branch web 

site entry 

Please do not park in Quarry Lane as it causes friction. 

Contact Martin Chadwick 015395 32553 

4 January 

2017 

Wednesday  

10.00 

Marble Quarry  Joint with Lancashire Branch 

For full journey details, please see the branch web site entry.  

Meet at the double gates, grid reference SD 498778  

Please leave access for the Gamekeeper’s Quad bike.                                         

Contact Chris Winnick 01539 728254  

18 January 

2017 

Wednesday  

10.00 

Marble Quarry  Joint with Lancashire Branch 

For full details, please see the branch web site entry.  Meet at the 

double gates, grid reference SD 498778  

Please leave access for the Gamekeeper’s Quad bike.                                         

Contact Chris Winnick 01539 728254 

1 February 

2017 

Wednesday  

10.00 

White Scar Quarry, Whitbarrow 

For full journey details, please see the branch web site entry.  

Pass through the Raven’s Lodge farmyard, bearing right and 

park in the second car park on the left. Grid reference SD 460852 

Contact Chris Winnick 01539 728254 

15 February 

2017 

Wednesday  

10.00 

Witherslack Woods 

Journey details described under 26 October 2015. Grid reference 

SD 436859 

Contact Chris Winnick 01539 728254. 

1 March 2017 

Wednesday  

10.00 

Capes Head, Old Park Wood, Holker 

For full journey details, please see the branch web site entry.  Turn 

left to the caravan site and park at reception, grid reference SD 

337783 

Contact Martin Chadwick 015395 32553 

15 March 

2017 

Wednesday  

10.00 

Graythwaite Primrose Planting 

For full details, please see the branch web site entry.  Park in the 

High Dam carpark where parking authorisation will be provided.  

Grid reference SD 368882 

Contact David Eastlick 015395 32076. 

29 March 

2017 

Wednesday  

10.00                                     

not yet allocated 
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The Marsh Fritillary – An 
Extraordinary Year    
    

 
After the mass flooding at New Year 
we feared many casualties in our 
hibernating Marsh Fritillary populations 

 
 
 

but equally we knew larvae in their 
silken webs could survive under water 
– but for how long? As this article is 
written it is too early to give larval web 
count figures but the early indications 
from adult butterfly flight numbers are 
that our colonies at Bassenthwaite 
have taken a severe hit. We’ve had 
flooding on that site before but the last 
flooding was of unprecedented 
proportions and lasted longer than 
before. Our thoughts were and still are 
with the farmer Paul Barnes who not 
only had to contend with serious  
          

flooding on his farm but also his home 
in Braithwaite was flooded twice within 
a short space of time. There was not 
much Butterfly Conservation Cumbria 
could do apart from avoid needless 
presence on site during the flight 
period but a larval web count will take 
place in August and we will offer to 
help Paul with a Work Party in 
September to help him clear up the 
mass debris. That debris lies in fields, 
ditches and in the farm area – we will 
do what we can to help. It was bad 
news all round for our Keswick 
colonies. 

 
There was brighter news with colonies within our other metapopulations however. 
Our Solway Plain colonies increased from one to three in 2015 but in 2016 they rose 
to five with the addition of newly discovered colonies at Bowness Common and 
Wedholme Flow. Both of these new colonies are almost certainly self colonised by 
the butterflies themselves from nearby robust colonies at Finglandrigg and more 
recently Thornhill SSSI. Natural colonisation of course is exactly what we want so it 
was fantastic news to have these sightings and for us to be able to check them out 
and confirm them. I checked out the Bowness Common colony and found 39 Marsh 
Frits flying in less than an hour on a dry but windy day and Colin Auld checked out 
Wedholme Flow and had a good count there as well. Enough on both new sites to 
expect a good larval web count in August this year and for these new colonies to 
thrive. There is abundant Devils Bit Scabious at each site and it proves the 
butterfrlies are better at finding it than we humans are – and in quite inaccessible 
places I should add! This news was the highlight of my Marsh Fritillary season. 
 
More good news was nearby on the Solway as well. We have been liaising with 
Natural England at Finglandrigg and preparing habitat to create a second colony 
about 500 metres and across a main road from the existing colony. Larvae were  
released there in 2015 and a decent number of larval webs were formed after a  
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successful emergence of adult butterflies. The result in 2016 has been very high 
numbers of Marsh Fritillaries on that new site and an immediate migration of several 
males and females to another swathe of Devils Bit Scabious at the other end of the 
field. It didn’t take them long to find it – I thought it would take a couple of years at 
least but such was the level of emergence they simply exploded out of one end of 
the site to the other. Anyway, what do I know!  
 
So that brought our Solway Plain population to three colonies then the total rose to 
five with the discovery of the Bowness Common and Wedholme Flow sites. A sixth 
Solway Plain site is in the process of creation as well but it might take a bit longer to 
be happy enough with it for a release to take place. It is a site of huge historical 
significance as it is the old E B Ford Orton Moss site from the early 1900’s. When 
we found it there was no Devils Bit Scabious left on it but equally it was unimproved 
pasture which was cattle grazed and had been for several years after the Marsh Frit 
colony was destroyed after World War 2 when the field would have been ploughed 
up and/or drained when the country needed to be fed and agricultural methods 
changed significantly. We live in very different times now however and the present 
farmer is a pleasure to deal with. 
 
At the present time the two colonies in the Penrith area look to be struggling with 
very few adult butterflies recorded on each site. There is absolutely nothing wrong 
with the habitat condition however so we just hope we missed the peak emergence 
and will be pleasantly surprised by the larval web count. 
 
Ennerdale is a ‘hold your breath’ area too. We know our flagship site has done well 
again, that’s the one we had almost 1000 webs on last year and Marsh Fritillaries 
were flying in good numbers on not just the main field but also on the three other 
adjoining fields. Our other four Ennerdale colonies did not fare so well in 2015 and 
flight numbers were again low – we don’t know why that should be the case so close 
to the amazing flagship site. On the bright side some of our friendly local have been 
telling me that Marsh Fritillaries are popping up all over Ennerdale valley so fingers 
crossed we find a decent number of larval webs – it will be quite a challenge there 
this year with a lot of ground to cover. 
 
Lastly we have been trying to establish a colony near Distington. Some larvae were 
released on a good looking site in 2015 but only two larval webs were produced. 
More larvae were released in Spring 2016 but very few adult butterflies were 
recorded even on good days in peak season. We can only hope we got our peak 
season dates wrong and will be pleasantly surprised by the web count. 
 
This year, 2016 is the first year since 2004 when we did not breed larvae in captive 
conditions i.e. in my back garden along with several others. We did breed a far 
fewer number just in case as it were but our donor stock for release at Distington  
were taken directly from our very successful Ennerdale site, bred through in captivity  
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for a month only and released at the sixth instar stage immediately prior to pupation. 
It was rather cool weather when the release was carried out but sunny and warm 
enough for them to survive and thrive. We wait with fingers crossed. If it fails again 
we will almost certainly try again with our by now tried and trusted reintroduction 
methods but clearly there is a learning curve at Distington to get the hang of! 
 
As far as captive breeding is concerned we have bred and released approximately 
114,000 caterpillars since 2007 and we now have 15 colonies, or is it 16 or 17 – 
anyway we are very pleased our little furry friends seem to like it once again in 
Cumbria and we hope they enjoy a very pleasant existence in our wild Cumbria for 
many years to come. They say if you do a job properly it lasts for years – so far so 
good then. 
         Steve Doyle 

 
  
         
          

Small Blues – A Challenging time for them in Cumbria. 

It really was a case of good news 

and not so good news for the 

Cumbrian Small Blue butterflies in 

2016. The good news was that they 

had a very good flight season as far 

as the weather was concerned so 

lots of eggs should have been laid. 

The other good thing was that the 

geographical spread of Small Blues 

has widened significantly with 

records as far apart as Barrow to 

the south (more of that in a minute) 

to Wolsty Banks between Allonby 

and Silloth to the north. In addition 

we had a terrific turnout of Small 

Blues on Lowca Banks which is 

between Workington and 

Whitehaven and only just in 

Allerdale. 

 

The Wolsty records were of a maximum of only two butterflies seen by several people 

including myself but thanks to the sterling work done by Graeme Proud and his group of 

Solway Coast AONB volunteers who have greatly extended the  
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amount of Kidney Vetch on site. There was previously quite a bit anyway but Graeme’s 

troops have distributed the seed which easily germinates and was quite abundant in 2016. 

How the Small Blues got there from the nearest known site at Maryport is anyone’s guess 

but it is possible the species has always been there in very low numbers and just not 

recorded before. It begs the question of whether there might be more further up the coast 

as there is a decent supply of Kidney Vetch on the dunes at West Silloth. As far as Wolsty 

Banks are concerned however it will be interesting to see how it goes as the two we found 

were very much right in the marram grass just above the high tide mark and very exposed 

to the elements coming in off the Solway. 

The Barrow colony are on Ormsgill slagbanks and were put there as a planned Introduction. 

Local ecologist Sam Griffin captured and re-located to Barrow about 100 adult Small Blues 

in 2015 as they emerged and would otherwise have been lost to development. It was an 

educational exercise as we had not re-located adult Small Blues before so it was fingers 

crossed. As it turned out we got all the timings right, the receiving habitat was spot on right 

and the Introduction was a great success with over 100 Small, Blues seen flying at Barrow in 

2016, many happily laying eggs there. It should be said however that re-location is still a 

questionable thing to do with Small Blues unless you are faced with no alternative or have a 

strong enough donor colony. Re-location of habitat is most certainly a non starter. So good 

news for Barrow and our members in that area. 

Back to our core colonies in West Cumbria now. The Oldside colony had a very good season 

with plenty of Small Blues happily playing and laying eggs on our purpose built Kidney Vetch 

scrapes which have matured exceedingly well to now blend in with the surrounding habitat.  

The wild flower banks we cleared were also looking good with good numbers of Small Blues 

on the most northerly banking. We put some seed down there a couple of years ago but 

that banking was primarily for nectaring plants and wild flowers so to have a good showing 

of Small Blues was a bit of a bonus. The other good thing about Oldside in 2016 was the 

really good numbers of Dingy Skippers with 30 or so counted one day. 

The ex steelworks site is a mixture of good news and bad. The good news is that Persimmon 

Homes and ourselves have agreed a large section of habitat which will be protected and 

managed for Small Blues and other wildlife. We are very grateful to Persimmon Homes who 

after all have commercial interests as their priority. Nevertheless they responded to what 

we wanted and the only downside is that a small section of habitat they thought was 

owned by the company/site owners they are building for, was not in fact owned by those 

landowners. Unfortunately by the time Persimmon realised (it was us who discovered it and 

pointed it out) Allerdale had approved the planning application which included putting a 

new access road through a vital wildlife connectivity corridor. There remained a section of 

that corridor however so not all was lost – or so we thought. Then came another planning  

        

       10 



application for a Kentucky Fried Chicken outlet on – yes, you guessed it, on what was left of 

that vital connectivity corridor which had been used by Small Blues and other wildlife for 

decades or even longer.  Allerdale Borough Council would surely not approve the 

application which would be contrary to their own Local Plan which, amongst other things 

indicates that important wildlife connectivity routes will be protected – but they did 

approve it and thus close that historic connectivity route thereby isolating the core ex 

steelworks colony of Small Blue butterflies. Butterfly Conservation Cumbria objected all the 

way along the procedure and in some considerable detail but still the approval was given 

and the reason given   in my opinion is  questionable.

At the time of writing this we are 

querying certain aspects of that 

decision and seeking clarification as 

well as justification. It seems 

Allerdale felt that a KFC was more 

important than key West Cumbrian 

wildlife and an important 

connectivity corridor.  
 

    

Other satellite colonies of Small Blues in Workington are few and far between now that 

several have been lost to development but forward planning by ourselves and partners has 

proved to be most important. We knew a couple of years ago that the Old Goods Yard 

colony would be lost so a mitigation plan was agreed with site owners Cumbria County 

Council who also owned habitat nearby and known as Derwent Howe slagbanks which are 

quite high and nowadays act as a windbreak between the sea and the town. CCC agreed to 

and paid for us to put several trial Kidney Vetch scrapes on the leeward(sheltered) east 

facing slopes of the slagbanks. Local ecologist Sam Griffin was contracted to carry out the 

work and after what looked like slow progress after seeding when the first year’s growth 

was, shall we say minimal, this second year has been nothing less than sensational. Those 

first scrapes are choc-a-bloc with Kidney Vetch now and even better we had several Small 

Blues on them already. Quite how they got there we might never know but we can’t 

discount the fact there might already have been a tiny colony there even though Kidney 

Vetch was previously at a very low level. Anyway now the Small Blues are there we aren’t 

going to stand on them! So, success indeed. We added to those first 9 scrapes with 13 more 

last Autumn and so far those new ones are not shaping up as well, but neither were the 

first tranch in year one. We will however probably do some remedial work this Autumn. At 

Maryport the number of Small Blues was very disappointing for some reason but there are 

still enough to take advantage of some widespread habitat creation and restoration work 

we did last Winter. We put in 21 Kidney Vetch scrapes similar to the successful ones we  
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have in various  parts of Workington having had the go ahead from Allerdale Borough 

Council who own the land at Maryport. Those scrapes have so far done extremely well but 

of course don’t flower in the first year. Next year however those scrapes should be fantastic 

– we only hope the low number of Small Blues on site survive long enough to use those new 

scrapes full of lovely Kidney Vetch. I think they will. It’s a fantastic site for wild flowers and 

ground nesting birds as well. At adjoining Maryport Harbour SSSI habitat we have carried 

out some scrub clearance and grass sward cutting along with three experimental Kidney 

Vetch scrapes there and which will be seeded this Autumn. This is a longer term project and 

very much along the lines of ‘we’ll see how it goes’ after several years of lack of 

management. What we have to be very careful of at Maryport is to be aware of the 

presence and importance of other key wildlife species not only ground nesting skylarks but 

also of flora. For example it is a key site for the rare Purple Broomrape which is parasitic on 

Yarrow of which there is plenty on site. We also have reports of a single even more rare 

Yellow Broomrape plant so you can see just how careful and aware we need to be. So far so 

good but this will be a long term project in what is a very key area as far as Small Blue 

butterflies are concerned. Apart from conserving a core colony at Maryport itself it is also a 

key stepping stone if we are to continue the expansion of this species to suitable habitat 

further up the coast. 

So, as I said at the start, it’s a mixture of good news and not so good - but for now let’s 

concentrate on the positive. 

Steve Doyle 

 
Butterflies of Allithwaite Quarry and Wart Barrow. Wednesday 22nd June 

  

      
On a beautiful afternoon 14 people 
arrived at Allithwaite to meet leader 
Martin Chadwick for an exploratory walk 
around the quarry and the surrounding 
area of Wart Barrow.  

Martin explained to us the route the walk would take and that we would also learn of the 
work being done to improve the site to attract even more butterflies.  
Before we started the walk Martin produced a coolbox from the boot of his car which 
contained some of the specimens from his moth trap in his garden on the previous night. 
Probably about 15 or more moths were handed round for people to see – marvellous 
names like Burnished Brass and Diamond Back were just a couple I can recall, but I for one 
was hooked and  have now got a moth trap at the head of my wish list!  
We strolled up the lane towards the quarry and once there it wasn’t very long before the 
first butterfly was noticed – a Meadow Brown.  During the next hour 
many species  were seen – and due to Martin’s expertise with the net a few were caught 
and shown to all.  
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We left the quarry by a gate into the adjoining field. It was here that CBC chairman Chris 
Winnick – one of our group – explained how a lot of the scrub had been cleared over the 
winter and how this and other measures including cattle grazing has had a beneficial effect 
in making the area able to attract more butterflies.  
Everyone got on well and I am sure a few new friendships were formed. This was a most 
enjoyable afternoon and my personal favourite was my first Small Skipper of the 
year. Martin was delighted to show us four  Northern brown Argus which was the target 
species for the afternoon’s walk.  Small Pearl-
bordered were a bonus and our total list was nine species.  
  
 Ian Tallon  
 

 
 
 

Butterflies of Warton Crag Field Trip 
Report 

Tuesday 31st May 
Butterflies of Warton Crag 

 
 

 
 

Perfect weather for our walk on Warton Crag to look at the Small Pearl bordered 
Fritillary and the Pearl bordered Fritillary.  Our leader on the walk Chris Winnick, 
inspired us with his knowledge and enthusiasm.  He helped us to distinguish 
between the two different fritillary butterflies.  I was saddened to hear about the 
decline in numbers of the Pearl bordered.  It was interesting towards the end of the 
walk to meet a University of Lancaster MSc student, who is researching the feeding 
and nectaring habits of the butterflies.  It was heartening to see this work undertaken 
on butterflies as a scientific study.  Hopefully this work will help to arrest the decline 
of these beautiful butterflies. 
 
We were fortunate to be in the company of members of the group who had a wide  
ranging knowledge of fauna.  It was good to refresh some of my forgotten 
knowledge on the many species of flowers, which are found on the Crag.  We were 
also lucky to meet up with other walkers who shared their knowledge of birds.  
 
It was a most enjoyable day in excellent company.  It would be good to inspire more 
people to share this interest, maybe have more weekend walks, where those who 
have to work during the week will be able to join us. 

Rosaleen Dunbar       
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 Pearl Bordered Fritillary Sightings 2016

 

 

 
The data below represents the 
results of surveys made by 21 
experienced recorders across a 
range of Pearl Bordered Fritillary 
known sites in Cumbria South 
and North Lancashire where the 
species is regarded as being in 
serious decline.  

 
Warton Crag is a large site managed by a number of separate 
organisations and although it is just across the border in Lancashire it is 
an excellent place to see this wonderful butterfly which also of course 
flies in South Cumbria but in lower numbers. Most sites had multiple 
visits but maximum daily counts are shown here. 
Earliest sighting 7th May 2016, Latest sighting 15th June 2016 
 
Location   Max Daily Count   Date Seen 
 
Barkbooth Lot    2   24th May 
Farrer’s Allotment   4   22nd May 
Gait Barrows    4   23rd May 
   (just in Lancs) 

Wakebarrow    3   29th May 
How Ridding    6   14th May 
Township Allotments   1   16th May 
Warton Crag various (Lancs)  11   16th May 
Warton Crag Bracken Field (Lancs)  3   16th May 
Warton Crag RSPB (Lancs)  1   15th May 
Warton Crag LNR (Lancs)  1   31st May 
Warton Crag LWT (Lancs)  13   29th May 
Warton Crag Lower Slope(Lancs) 14   8th May 
Whitbarrow NE    6   29th May 
Whitbarrow White Scar   2   29th May 
Witherslack Woods   1   24th May 
Yealand Hall Allotment (Lancs) 2   12th May  
  

Tom Dunbar       
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Butterfly Conservation & Rusland Horizons Landscape Partnership 
Scheme; Wings in the Woodland Project 
 
Butterfly Conservation is working with the Rusland Horizons Landscape Partnership 
Scheme on this exciting project to restore and enhance the unique landscape of the 
area in the south of the Lake District, between Coniston and Windermere.  The 
scheme is community led and funded by Heritage Lottery focussing on the wooded 
landscape.  Projects include woodland management and crafts training volunteers 
and apprentices, archaeology and historical research, a Greenwood Trail and 
Woodlands and Wildlife for red squirrels, dormice, birds, and butterflies and moths. 
 
     
   

   

The Rusland Horizons area is part of 
the UK's last remaining stronghold for 
the High Brown Fritillary, the UK's 
most threatened butterfly species, and 
the Netted Carpet moth, thought to be 
extinct in the 1900s, but now found in 
only two locations.  The other 
important species in the area are the 
Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary, the 
Large Heath, the Duke of Burgundy 
and the White-letter Hairstreak. 

The Wings in the Woods project started in May and is focussing on surveying 
habitats and foodplants and monitoring the populations of the insects, to increase the 
understanding of some of the rarest butterfly and moth populations in the UK. It will 
enhance habitats on a landscape scale, by management and planting, to create 
stepping stones to connect isolated populations.   
There are opportunities for everyone to 
help. 

 Recording the location of elm 

trees, the food plant for White-

letter Hairstreak. 

 Vegetation surveys to assess the 

habitats for suitability for the 

butterflies. 

 Egg counts, larval hunts, feeding 

damage and surveys for the 

insects. 

 Growing, propagating and planting 

out food plants such as primrose, 

cowslip, violet. 

 Practical woodland management 

work in winter. 

 Taking part in the National Garden 

Butterfly Survey and Big Butterfly 

Count within the Project area. 

 
Training for volunteers will be 
provided through workshops 
and on site during surveying and 
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monitoring.  New volunteers will be 
encouraged to become members of 
the Cumbria Butterfly Conservation 
Branch and we will be organising 
some joint field trips next summer. 
 
If you are interested in volunteering 
with us, and becoming a Butterfly 
Conservation volunteer in the Rusland 
Horizons area, please contact:  Hilary 
Smith, Wings in the Woods Project 
Officer.  Email: hsmith@butterfly-
conservation.org  01524 
298680/07946 026670 
 

 
 

 

                                  



Give as you live ------ 
     ------ and help us to help you! 
 
Using ‘Give as you live is really simple 
-       Visit www.giveasyoulive.com/join/butterflyconservation and sign up to support us 
-       Choose which retailer you want to shop with on Give as you Live and click "shop now" 
-       Start raising money for Butterfly Conservation for free! 

If you are using a tablet or phone you can download the Give As You Live app or if you are using a 
computer you can download the Give as you Live Toolbar to make it even easier. 
 

          
 
 
News on Recording Micro-
moths and the Macro-moth 
Atlas   

Small Magpie Moth 
                                       
This exciting development has followed several years of consultation with the key micro-moth 
experts and the National Taxa Schemes who were unanimously supportive in Butterfly 
Conservation taking the lead in this venture. Recording micro-moths has become more 
accessible in recent years. This is in part due to the publication of field guides for these 
captivating insects; thus the timing of this significant development is appropriate. To ensure 
that their micro-moth records enter the NMRS, moth recorders ‘onthe-ground’ are simply 
required to continue to submit their records to their County Moth Recorder.    
    

As some species of micro-moth present an identification challenge it was decided that Regional 
Verification Panels be established to support County Moth Recorders with the verification process 
where required. A National Verification Panel has also been established to support the Regional 
Verification Panels. In addition to this, guidance notes to help with micro-moth verification have 
been drawn up, including a species grading system. It is hoped that these documents will help the 
verification process run smoothly and make everyone aware of the possibility that their records 
could be questioned or require further evidence to corroborate them. The incorporation of micro-
moths into the NMRS is a milestone and will support the conservation of threatened micro-moths 
and, in due course, will enable the calculation of distribution trends.    
 
Further details, including the verification guidance notes and species grading notes can be found 
on the Moths Count website (www.mothscount.org).    
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Countdown to the Macro-moth Atlas In collaboration with MothsIreland we are currently working 
towards the first ever atlas of Britain and Ireland’s macro-moths. The atlas will be published in 
2018 and will include moth records up to 31st December 2016. We are therefore halfway through 
the final year of possible fieldwork for moth records to be collected for inclusion in the atlas. A list 
of NMRS white-holes and under-recorded 10km squares can found on here. To ensure that your 
moth records make it into the Atlas and the NMRS please submit them to your County Moth 
Recorder – a list can be found here.    
If you require further information on any of the above, please contact Zoë Randle on 
zrandle@butterfly-conservation.org   
 
Zoë Randle, Surveys Officer   
 

Wider Countryside Butterfly Survey  
 
The Wider Countryside Butterfly Survey (WCBS) is in full swing, the core recording  period

   
 

commenced on 1 July and runs until 31 
August. There is still time for people to get 
involved, several Branch areas were 
allocated extra squares earlier this year so 
there are plenty of squares to choose from. 
The survey is organised locally through the 
network of WCBS 

Coordinators (Champions) who allocate suitable squares to new volunteers. The 
National WCBS Co-ordinator is Zoë Randle (survey@butterfly-conservation.org or 
01929 406006), Zoë can put volunteers in touch with their local Champion. To find 
out what squares are available in Cumbria please contact the National WCBS 
Coordinator Zoë Randle via survey@butterfly-conservation.org or 01929 406006 
who will put volunteers in touch with their local Champion, Or contact the Cumbria 
Branch Chairman.  
 
The scheme is vital to help us assess whether nationwide conservation measures, 
including agri-environment and woodland grant schemes, are having a measureable 
impact in helping to conserve and restore butterflies across the countryside as a 
whole. The recently published State of the UK’s Butterflies 2015 report shows that as 
a group the wider countryside butterfly species have declined by 25% since 1976. 
Indeed, one wider countryside butterfly species that is faring particularly badly is the 
Gatekeeper; over the past 10 years the abundance of this species has fallen by 
44%. It would be great if Branches could promote WCBS in their newsletters, on 
websites and at events to encourage more volunteers to take part. All that is required 
is two core visits per year to an allocated 1km square - once in July and once in 
August - with an optional spring visit to count Orange-tips and other early flying 
species.  
 
Depending upon the terrain, one visit takes approximately an hour. If a square has  
not been surveyed previously, the volunteer will need to obtain the landowner’s 
permission (we provide them with a letter) and establish a transect route (guidance is 
available), so this will increase the duration of the first visit.  
 
The Wider Countryside Butterfly Survey (WCBS) is the main scheme for monitoring 
population changes of the UK's common and widespread butterflies. The survey is a  
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partnership project run jointly by Butterfly Conservation, the British Trust for 
Ornithology (BTO) and the Centre for Ecology and Hydrology (CEH). For further 
details about the WCBS and the results of the 2015 survey please visit 
www.ukbms.org/wcbs.aspx.  
 
Zoë Randle, Surveys Officer    
  

 
Autumn – A Time of Butterfly Plenty

         

 1.   2.  
 

 3.      
         4. 
 

1. Red Admiral 

2. Peacock 

3. Comma  

4. Camberwell Beauty – extremely rare visitor to Cumbria. 

 

 Come Autumn butterfly sightings in the countryside can be on the wane. But in 
 recent years I have discovered the best places in late September for big 
 numbers are indeed urban areas. I live in Lancaster. So on 29th September I 
 tested the ground on my home patch Skerton which many consider to be a  
 butterfly desert. I proved them wrong! I followed this survey up on the following 
 days with surveys elsewhere. 
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 For comparative purposes I carried out surveys in Central Lancaster and then 
 Kendal and Barrow-in-Furness. See the results in the table below:-  
 

  Skerton 
Lancaster 

Kendal Central 
Lancaster 

Barrow in 
Furness 

 Date 28.09.2015 29.10.2015 01.10.2015 02.10.2015 

Species      

Brimstone  0 0 1 0 

Small White  3 1 3 0 

Large White  1 0 0 0 

Painted Lady  5 0 5 2 

Peacock  2 1 6 0 

Small Tortoiseshell   37 27 92 2 

Red Admiral  34 26 95 30 

Comma  1 2 2 0 

Speckled Wood  14 0 3 1 

 Total 95 57 207 35 

 
Key nectar sources: flowering ivy, 2nd flowering buddleias, Verbena bonariensis 

Key locations: front gardens, derelict industrial sites, access alleyways to rear of rows of houses, 
public footpaths, canal towpaths especially with ivy present. 

 

I leave interpretation of the above data to readers. However you might like to 
consider the reliable information I had from a Barrow in Furness shop-owner. She 
explained the town’s relatively low numbers as down to the great “Civic pride held by 
residents”. In response, the Council have a maintenance team who see their task as 
‘keeping Barrow tidy’ by removing or indeed chemically spraying public areas, 
thereby ‘keeping them weed-free’. The 35 sightings above proved a challenge! 
 
Any thoughts on similar butterfly surveys in some of those other wonderful towns 
and cities further afield in Cumbria? You could even do it annually. I would be very 
interested to see your results. Send them to me at tomdunbar@sky.com 
 
Tom Dunbar        

Keeping Email addresses up to date    
 
 
Is the email address that you registered with Butterfly Conservation  
on joining the organisation up to date? If not you may be missing out (see below) on 
a growing range of branch information communicated to members by email. 
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Dotmailer 
 
An example of online messaging is Dotmailer. This is a new email system operated 
by the branch. We have access to the secure central membership email database 
held by the Membership Section at BC Head Office. This database will contain the 
email address that you registered when originally joining Butterfly Conservation. It is 
important that you keep it up to date. 
        

If you have received branch Dotmailer mails successfully in recent weeks then all is 
well. However if you wish to update a changed email address with Butterfly 
Conservation please contact the membership section at Head Office by email at:  
membership@butterfly-conservation.org 
 
That will enable the branch to keep you in the loop. 
 
Tom Dunbar 
 

Butterfly Conservation Cumbria Branch 

2016 Annual General Meeting 

 

Held at 10.00 on 11 June 2016 at Haybridge Nature Reserve, Bouth. 

  

Minutes 

 

   

1 Introduction and Apologies  

 Eleven members and the committee attended, which was chaired by 

Chris Winnick (CW) and who introduced the members of the 

committee.   

 

   

 Apologies were received from 

Karen McLellan, Margaret Eastlick, Wendy Nelson and Martin Wain 

 

   

2 Approve Minutes of the meeting 6 Jun 2015  

 There were no actions arising from the minutes and no questions from 

the floor.  The minutes were approved unanimously. Proposed by 

Martin Chadwick and seconded by Sarah Bradley. 

 

   

3 Matters Arising (not dealt with elsewhere in the agenda).  

 There were no matters arising.  

   

4 Chairman’s Report  

   

 

 

 

4.1 

 

CW thanked Martin Tordoff for setting up the moth traps and 

remaining with them overnight, and Gary Hedges, Sarah Bradley and 

Martin Chadwick for helping with the identification.  

Branch membership has stabilised at around 250 members.  The 

number of members was compatible with the low population density 

in Cumbria but  
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was complemented by the large number of active members in 

butterfly and moth habitat improvement and the programme of 

summer field trips. 

   

4.2 Events Work parties were held during the winter and early spring. 

Heavy rain at the end of 2015 disrupted the programme but excellent 

conservation work was carried out at several woodland and 

grassland sites, mainly in the Morecambe Bay area for Cumbria 

priority species. Monthly Sunday work parties were held from 

September to April supplemented by smaller parties fortnightly on a 

Wednesday.   

We continue with our cowslip seed and planting out activities at 

Township.  With the award of funds, we now have a fund for 

collecting primrose seed at High Dam and growing on to support a 

Duke of Burgundy colony above High Dam.  This latter work also falls 

within the Rusland Horizons Project. 

Most of our field trips and moth events were well attended, especially 

those publicised/organised as joint events with partner organisations. 

A growing trend is noted that in these events, BC members from 

across the UK are present. 
4.3 Other Activities The newsletter was noted for the use of colour and, 

range and depth of the articles and CW thanked the editor Steve Doyle 

(SD) for his work. There is a range of articles from different sources and CW 

welcomed new authors and ideas. 

CW thanked the web master for maintaining the web site and the sightings 

page (now in third year), which he commended as an excellent example of 

its kind.  The Branch sightings page continues its success and the current 

warm weather had produced large numbers of sightings.  An innovation to 

the sightings page had been the automatic generation of tweets when 

those sightings accompanied by a photograph with the permission of the 

reporter are entered. The web master is also responsible for the Lancashire 

Branch website, the self-entry sightings pages and tweets.  

The branch introduced dotmailer, a means of safe electronic 

communication with members that had already been widely supported as 

well as a monthly ‘news’ section on our web site homepage. 

CW noted with regard to butterflies, there is little doubt that, despite 

some notable exceptions, some of Cumbria’s rare fritillary butterflies 

continue to cause concern. A concern that reminds members just 

how vigilant the branch must remain. 

 

5 Treasurer’s report 2015-2016 (David Eastlick, DTE) 
Copies of the profit and loss account were distributed to members and the 

committee.  The branch accounts 2015-2016 were audited externally at HQ.  

A formal report on them has not yet been received. 

Donations continue at a gratifying level and were £280. 

Turning to expenditure, the printing of the newsletter and postage 

consumed a large part of the budget.  When last examined 3-4 years ago,  

The branch could print its newsletters locally more cheaply than the service 
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offered by HQ.  In addition, we are independent of the time constraints 

imposed by HQ and its volunteers. 

 

The branch enters the current year with unrestricted funds of £1349 and, 

restricted and designated funds, totalling £ 4842. 

 6                  Appointment of Officers  

 The current committee was re-elected en-bloc unanimously, 

proposed by Andrew Smith and seconded by Robert Metcalf. 

 

 

7 Any other Business     

 

There were no other items.                         

 

 The meeting closed at 10.45  

                     

   

 Signed by Chairman Chris Winnick.  

 

 

 

 

   

   

G.I.S. Mapping of key Cumbrian species. 
 

Butterfly Conservation Cumbria (BCC) work very closely with Tullie House Data 
Centre in Carlisle. They accept countywide records (for all wildlife, not just butterflies 
and moths) and not just for the sake of it but for practical reasons. One of those 
reasons is to map exactly where our key or most endangered species live i.e. which 
habitat patches they occupy for breeding purposes. In the last few years our Small 
Blue butterflies which are found only on the coast in Cumbria have found that their 
preferred breeding habitat is greatly under pressure of re-development because it is 
good brownfield ex industrial habitat. BCC and Tullie House have GIS mapped the 
occupied areas along with the expected expansion range for Small Blues (both 
natural and Introduced). The up to date GIS map is shown on the back cover of this 
newsletter. We do this so that Planning Departments of local authorities along with 
land developers have advanced knowledge that the habitat has important wildlife 
which should be taken into account and either stop the re-development or as usually 
happens, suggest and agree mitigation measures. The outcomes can be various 
and will depend on a number of factors which Planning Departments have to 
balance against each other before coming to a decision. 
GIS maps have also been done for key species such as Marsh Fritillary, Pearl 
Bordered Fritillary and High Brown Fritillary. 
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Bibliography of Cumbrian Natural History. 

This is a tremendous piece of work by Allen Armsby who is an ex-librarian. Allen is a 

keen member of the Carlisle Natural History Society and in his retirement from work 

he set about compiling a complete (or as complete as possible) record of all 

published work about the flora and fauna of Cumbria along with Cumbria’s 

naturalists. It’s data stretches way back in time and includes details/articles from all 

of Butterfly Conservation’s newsletters. Those of course are relatively new 

publications but Allen’s research goes a long way back and includes over 26,000 

entries! 

 

I thoroughly recommend you to have a look at this interesting and very detailed 

piece of work – you will be truly amazed by what you find. To access this rich 

resource just Google A PROVISIONAL BIBLIOGRAPHY OF THE NATURALISTS AND NATURAL HISTORY OF 

CUMBRIA. COMPILED BY ALLEN F. ARMSBY. You can also access it via www.carlislenats.org.uk 

Allen has provided a useful range of subject keywords which can be used in speed 

searches. The main categories are: Amphibians, Bibliographies, Biography, Birds, 

Climate, Coast & Estuaries, Conifers, Crustaceans, Ecology, Ferns, Fish, Flora, Forests, 

Fossils, Fungi, Geology, Insects, Lakes & Tarns, Lichens, Mammals, Marine, Marine 

Mammals, Obituary, Pollution, Ponds, Raptors, Reptiles, Rivers & Streams, Spiders, 

Trees, Woodland. 

As you might expect Allen still continues to add to this work and an example is 

shown below. 
MOUNSEY, John. 

2000 Antler Moths in 1998. Butterfly Conservation. North of England Branch. Newsletter 14. January, 

 2001 What‟s going on in Sedbergh? Butterfly Conservation, Cumbria Branch. Newsletter. 3, September, 

2003 Antler Moth plagues - a photographic essay. Cumbrian Wildlife. 66, May, 32. Lepidoptera]. 

 [Insects]. 

2011 Mountain Ringlet Envy … and other matters. Butterfly Conservation. Cumbria Branch. Newsletter. 

2011 Mountain Ringlets - no longer envious!! Butterfly Conservation. Cumbria Branch. Newsletter. No 

2014 Mountain Lepidoptera. Butterfly Conservation. Cumbria Branch. Newsletter, No 29, 15-17. 

 [Includes Mountain Ringlet. Northern Dart]. 
 

   Steve Doyle (on behalf of this great work by  
                     Allen Armsby) 
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BUMPER MOTH CATCH AT HAY BRIDGE NATURE RESERVE 
 

 
Poplar Hawk moth 
 

Our Cumbria Branch AGM /Members’ 
Day was held at Hay Bridge Nature 
Reserve on Saturday 11 June 2016, the 
fourth such event held there. By a 
happy coincidence of timing, this was 
also National Moth Night – that annual 
weekend celebration of all things mothy 

- so we were determined to put on an extra good show, both for the 
benefit of our guests and to see what we could add to the species list at 
this very special reserve with its diverse range of habitats. Martin 
Chadwick, Sarah Bradley and I had recorded 76 moth species at our first 
event there in 2011 (when, incidentally only a single butterfly a Large 
Heath, was seen on the guided walk round the reserve), then went on in 
2012 to add another 28 species to the list. 2013 was a disappointment 
with our traps around the site on a very cool wet and windy night 
attracting only another ten new moth species, bringing the cumulative 
site total to 114 species (our own totals only – other recorders there may 
have logged additional species). These events had all been held at 
around the same time of year, so it was to be expected our catch would 
become somewhat repetitive. In 2014 and 2015 we held our annual 
AGM / Members’ Day at venues in the north of the county, returning to 
Hay Bridge in 2016. Could we hope to make significant additions to the 
species list this time or had diminishing returns already set in with a 
vengeance?  
Determined to add to the list we placed additional traps around the site – 
a mix of mercury vapour and actinic traps strategically sited in woodland, 
grassland, and out on the moss, the ones farthest from the buildings 
requiring generator power. During a warm and muggy night I slept fitfully 
in the chalet, with a small-hours foray to refuel the generators, and 
fighting off the midges was able to round up the traps and bring them 
back to the building just as the rain started in earnest around 0500 
hours. Martin and Sarah arrived early to start logging our catch but we 
left around half the traps untouched until our thirty or so guests arrived 
later in the morning. In driving rain we all huddled under the veranda in 
front of the Study Centre, and systematically recorded the species and 
approximate numbers of each, though with many tricky, particularly 
micro-moth, species held back for later detailed scrutiny. The theme of  
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2016’s National Moth night was Hawk Moths, a group noted for both 
their size and the exotic appearance of both adults and larvae, so it was 
good to find nine specimens of Poplar Hawk-moth, three of Elephant 
Hawk-moth, and three of its cousin Small Elephant Hawk-moth in our 
traps – all popular with the photographers among our audience. Other 
eye-catching species included the Geometrids Scorched Wing, Sandy 
Carpet, Small Yellow Wave and Purple Bar, to name but a few.  
Among the heavier bodied Noctuid moths were Marbled White Spot, 
Green Silver-lines, the rare Saxon and the diminutive Silver Hook. In 
total around 120 species were recorded, over 60 of which were new to 
the site for the three of us, and bringing our cumulative site total to 
around 175 species. Impressive though this seemed at the time we’ve 
really only scratched the surface of what this magnificent site has to offer 
moth-wise and persistent trapping around the seasons over a few years 
could well produce up to a thousand or so species. Our guests later took 
a guided walk round the reserve, but with heavy showers persisting only 
one or two butterfly species were seen, so the sheer number and variety 
of moths really helped add interest to the day’s event. (Please contact 
me, email address inside rear cover, if you’d like a list of the moths 
recorded.) 
 
Thanks finally from the three of us to BC Cumbria committee member 
Gary Hedges and to Ewan Munro of RSPB for their invaluable help in 
identifying some of the trickier moth species, and of course to all our 
guests who helped to make it such a special day. 
 
Martin Tordoff 
 

 

REARING BUTTERFLIES AND MOTHS. 

 

On June 29th this year my wife found 
a batch of small eggs laid in compact 
rows on the underside of a chard 
leaf which was destined for the pot.  
They looked familiar, and indeed 
they appeared to be exactly the 

same as eggs on cabbage which I photographed in black and white while a 
schoolboy.  For some reason which I can’t remember I was prevented from 
breeding those through to adulthood, so I never discovered whose eggs they 
were. Of course many insect eggs look very similar, especially if only seen in, 
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black and white, but I thought it would be interesting to see what insect 
probably a moth, took a fancy to our chard. The eggs hatched on 2nd July into 
almost transparent larvae with black heads.  After the first moult they were 
grass green, and after their third moult on July 17th some of the caterpillars 
were still plain green, but most were mottled blackish brown. What will they be? 
We shall have to wait and see.  
 
I rear caterpillars in a large glass or plastic jar (e.g. sweetie jar) with gauze or 
open weave cloth for ventilation instead of the screw top.  To the bottom of this I 
attach a small flat bottomed tube with Blu-tack to contain water for the food 
plant.  It is then necessary to make sure that the caterpillar(s) can’t fall into the 
water and drown, perhaps by inserting a small wad of cotton wool into the neck 
of the tube.  When the food plant needs to be replaced, it is often better to 
provide a fresh leaf or shoot alongside the original and let the caterpillar(s) 
move onto it for themselves, especially if they are small and delicate.  Many 
species like to pupate in the soil, so it is a good idea to provide it in the bottom 
of the big jar.  A general purpose compost is good for this because it is fairly 
sterile.  Finally, a rough stick or twig should be provided for the adult to climb up 
when it emerges from its pupa, so that it can expand its wings to dry and 
harden. 
 A couple of years ago I found a couple of caterpillars which I didn’t recognise 
crawling through the rain on High Raise.  Often if moth or butterfly caterpillars 
are actively crawling it means that they are looking for a place to pupate, so I 
took them home with some turf, and sure enough they pupated within a day or 
so. On emergence as adults they turned out to be Mountain Ringlets, so I took 
the adults back where they belonged and now I know what Mountain Ringlet 
caterpillars look like.  Sometimes it is not only interesting but useful to rear 
caterpillars, because you don’t always get what you expect.  I am sure many of 
us have seen full grown Large White caterpillars disgorging the parasitic larvae 
of Apanteles glomeratus which promptly pupate within tiny yellow silken 
cocoons, and it is a good way of finding out what parasitizes a particular 
species of moth or butterfly, because the parasites are often highly specific 
when choosing their hosts.  A few years ago I reared a Fox Moth caterpillar, 
and from the pupa emerged not a moth, but a single huge fly, Tachina grossa .  
This is probably the largest British fly, black and hairy with a yellow head. 
It must be remembered that it is illegal to take into captivity any animal, insect 
or otherwise, which is on the protected list.  The snag is that if you collect a 
caterpillar in the wild the very reason for rearing it is that you don’t know what it 
will turn out to be, although the chances of it being a rarity will be minimal. 
 
John Mounsey 
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MY TOP TIPS ON BUTTERFLY GARDENING 
These tips are in not in order of merit...but if you can make use of even 
just a few tips our butterflies and moths would be delighted! I should also 
point out that there is also excellent advice on butterfly gardening 
available from BC both as a leaflet and on their brilliant web site. 
GARDEN BORDERS. 
[1] Remember gardens should not just be about nectar sources for adult 
butterflies gardens can be great for caterpillar food plants and as habitat 
providing shelter, roosting  and hibernation. 

[2] Buddleia really is the best nectar 
source....  BUT plant a mix of varieties 
[mainly purples and white  davidi] in 
different locations/aspects and prune 
at different times/levels of vigour! If 
you plan it right you can have flowers 
on at least some from June to 
September!....especially if you prune 
to encourage a second flowering. 
[3] Make the most of south facing 

locations - you could always move pots into the sun....they really do love 
sun! Pots are also great for small or urban gardens and for plants that 
need to over-winter e.g. Lantana. 
[4] Look in parks, gardens, nurseries to see which flowers butterflies 
prefer......but be a little cautious with large garden centres that buy for 
colour and vigour but not for nectar. Usually the ‘old fashioned’ cottage 
garden plants are best.  
[5] Look as above...... but in spring, summer and autumn to give year 
round nectar.....e.g. Aubrietia, Sweet Rocket and perennial wallflower 
‘Bowles Mauve’ are great in spring; Valerian, Oregano, Nepeta [cat mint] 
and Thyme are good in early summer;  Lavender [angustifolia] , Hemp 
Agrimony [eupatorium cannabinum], and Cone flower [Echinacea] in 
mid-summer and Sedum Spectacles [go for light shades of pink and 
white] Astor [Patricia Ballard and Marie Ballard]  and most Veronica’s 
are great in late summer.  
[6] Grow the above in clumps,[not singly] dead head to prolong flowering 
and water regularly as this boosts the nectar levels. 
[7] Have a tall plants at the back and shortest at the front but do not 
forget to plant some shrubs at the back too....and even some climbers 
like honey suckle and Ivy. Also if you have stone walls or even better  
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brick walls leave some exposed in the sun for the butterflies to sunbath 
after they have eaten! Some of the best shrubs include Cotoneasters, 
Hebes [Great Orme, Mid Summer Beauty and Albicans]  and of course 
Ivy....great as a late source of nectar for Red Admirals but also for Holly 
Blue and for roosting/hibernating. 
[8] Do not forget Moths! Most of the nectar rich plants are good for 
moths, bees and hover- flies but go for Honeysuckle, Sweet Rocket, 
night scented Stocks and tobacco plant [nicotina alata]. Moth caterpillars 
also love Oak, Willow, Ash, Hazel, Birch and other native broad-leaved 
trees and shrubs. 
[9] If you can plant or encourage a mixed native hedge....include 
Hawthorn, Blackthorn, Holly, Willow, Privet, and some Bramble....with a 
few non-native Buddleia! Prune but not evenly and not every year or at 
the same time each year. Even better if you can allow taller trees such 
as Ash, Willow  and Hazel to grow through in places. 
WILD  GARDENS. 
[1] Look for areas in the sun that have poor soil or where you can strip 
off the top layer of soil to encourage wild grasses and flowers. Thin or 
even stony soil gives wild flowers and grasses a chance to not be out 
competed by more vigorous plants that prefer better soil. 
[2] Encourage wild flowers that grow well in your area, you could collect 

seed locally....if possible include Thistles, red 
and white Clover, Ox-eye  daisy , common 
Knapweed [centaurea nigra] and field 
Scabious. If you do not collect seed you could 
buy one of the special ‘butterfly seed mixes’ 
available from specialist suppliers....but you 
will still need to strip the surface! Dandelion, 
Daisy and Clover are not weeds...but valuable 
nectar sources. 
[3] Fine grasses are food plants for members 
of the ‘Brown’ family...including Meadow 
Brown and Ringlet. AVOID Rye grass and 
other garden centre grasses for lawns. Instead 

go for Common Bent, Crested Dog’s Tail, Red Fescue and Smooth 
Meadow Grass......again available from specialist suppliers. Cut/mow the 
grass at different heights and times [infrequently]  to create 
diversity.....taller grass and shorter grass provide the ideal range of 
micro-climates. You could use a strimmer or a mower on different height 
settings. 
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[4] After cutting LIGHTLY rake off the thatch....do not leave to ‘choke’ the 
grass....but can do cutting and raking on a rotational basis. The thatch 
could be piled up to create a compost suitable for mini-beasts and 
hibernators.....even grass snakes. 
[5] Grow Nettles, Birds foot Trefoil, Garlic Mustard and Nasturtium [and 
Cabbage?] as food plants for Red Admiral, Comma, Peacock, Small 
Tortoiseshell, Common Blue, Orange Tip, Large White, Small White and 
Green-Veined White. 
FINALLY.... 
 Get children involved from planning /designing the borders and wild 
areas to sowing seed, planting out, watering, dead heading,finding eggs, 
rearing caterpillars and recording/photographing adults.....they love it. It 
could even inspire creative writing and art and they will become the next 
generation of naturalists.             
Chris Winnick. 
USEFUL CONTACTS: butterfly-conservation.org,  mothscount.org,  
munchincaterpillars.org, habitataid.co.uk,  wildseed.co.uk,  
bluebellcottage.co.uk,  beehappyplants.co.uk,  floralocale.org,  
crocus.co.uk. 
 
 
Here are some of the moths found at our AGM and members day, 
Hay Bridge and referred to in Martin Tordoff’s article elsewhere in 

this newsletter. 
 

  
 Crambus pascuella     Silver Hook 

  
 Marbled White Spot      Green Silver Lines 
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More Cumbrian Moths …… 
       ……… Thanks to those who provided the photos. 

   
Welsh Clearwing – very rare in Cumbria  Forester moth near Keswick 

(found in Borrowdale 2014) 

   
Lunar Hornet moth, easy to mistake for a   Cistus Forester, similar but smaller than 

a wasp       Forester and uses different foodplants 

   
Figure of Eighty moth near Burgh by Sands  Poplar Lusestring, a north Cumbrian  

       species 

   
Manchester Treble Bar, Meathop Moss  Green Carpet, common in Cumbria   
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Small Blue G.I.S map – see comment earlier in this newsletter 

 



 
    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


