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MESSAGE FROM OUR BRANCH CHAIRMAN.......
Welcome to our Spring 2020
newsletter. This time last year I
reported on the highest winter
temperatures ever.....now as I
write this Kendal is bathed in
reflected light.....yes snow! No
‘Beast from the East’ but winter
seems to have dragged on
beyond its point of welcome.....in
part a consequence of a very
indifferent autumn and after such
a brilliant spring and summer. I
still ‘pinch myself’ at how well
many of our butterflies recovered

during the glory months of April, May, July and August of 2019.
As usual this issue contains details of all our guided walks for 2020 to which
you are cordially invited. Usually we do not ask attendees to book in
advance but please note that where there are special circumstances you
must contact the party leader in advance.

As usual if you need more details or the weather is likely to be poor do ring
the party leader first. It is also useful to check the web-site the night before
in case we have had to make last minute changes.
You will also find details of our ‘flagship’ event of the year....our Members
Day/AGM at the wonderful Haybridge Nature Reserve in the Rusland Valley
on Saturday 30th May. If you do not know this site you are in for a real
treat....I always feel a visit is like stepping back in time when the
country-side was so rich in flora and fauna that it was just taken for
granted. For those who know the site you will want to re-acquaint yourself

Warton Crag

CORONAVIRUS NEWSFLASH FROM BUTTERFLY CONSERVATION HEAD
OFFICE.

GIVEN THE GROWING CONCERN OVER CORONAVIRUS AND FOLLOWING LATEST NEWS
FROM BC [6/03/20] ALL BC EVENTS WILL BE LIMITED TO A MAX. OF 25 ATTENDEES
UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE. IN THESE EXCEPTIONAL CIRCUMSTANCES ALL EVENTS MUST
NOW BE BOOKED IN ADVANCE WITH THE EVENT LEADER. YOU ARE STRONGLY
ADVISED NOT TO BOOK IF YOU ARE IN A HIGHER RISK GROUP AND TO TAKE ALL
RECOMMENDED PRECAUTIONS AS ADVISED BY THE GOVERNMENT AND THE CHIEF
MEDICAL OFFICER. PLEASE CONTINUE TO FOLLOW THE LATEST MEDICAL ADVICE AND
LOOK AT OUR WEB-SITE FOR FUTURE UPDATES SHOULD CIRCUMSTANCES CHANGE.
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with Siskins, Spotted and Pied Fly-catchers, flower rich meadows, Large
Heath and Small Pearl-bordered butterflies and the amazing view of the
nesting Ospreys....not to mention the best Slow Worm and Grass Snake
‘pit’ in the NW! This is a ‘private members only’ nature reserve so
donations will be welcome.
The work that BC do in Cumbria and Lancashire is led and managed by BC
staff David Wainwright and Martin Wain. The list of exciting projects is
immense and very much down to their hard work and commitment to the
task. I would like to draw your
attention to two projects involving
the Duke of Burgundy. First, BC
Cumbria’s successful bid for HLF
money to pay for Graeme Skelcher’s
outstanding survey work which will
help us secure the future of this rare
and threatened butterfly in South
Cumbria. Second, the successful HLF
bid by Cumbria University’s BOOM
project [Back On Our Map] which
will also greatly assist the Duke of
Burgundy and the Small Blue as well
as several rare and threatened
mammals, trees and flowers. Staff from the BOOM project have already
been very supportive and we look forward to working with them over the
next 3-4 years. Exciting times!
In the past Cumbria’s Steve Doyle and Sarah Bradley have been awarded
an ‘outstanding volunteer’ award by Butterfly Conservation. I am delighted
to say that Laura Sivell [who was instrumental in setting up the Lancashire
Branch of BC 30 years ago....and is still on the committee!] has also had her
outstanding service recognised with the same award. You will remember
that, two years ago, Rob Petley-Jones [former NE Senior Reserves Officer
for South Cumbria and a Cumbria BC committee member] was given BC’s
highest national award for his contribution to conservation. I am now
delighted to report [see later] that two senior lecturers from Lancashire
University, Rosa Menendez and Andy Wilby, have also been given this
prestigious award. All three of our new award winners are good friends to
Cumbria BC and we offer our congratulations.
It is with great anticipation that I am sure we all look forward to some
lovely spring and summer weather with lots of butterflies and moths. By
being a member of Cumbria BC you are already helping us achieve our aim

Duke of Burgundy
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to keep Cumbria as one of the best places in the UK for countryside walks
enriched with a diversity of flora and fauna. However, your committee are
always looking for any extra support they can find! If you can help with
recording, conservation work, fundraising, joining our committee to help
plan events or any other aspect please let us know. Wishing you a
wonderful summer

Chris Winnick

Cumbria Field Trips Summer 2020

Outdoor Events - general advice and information: For all outdoor
events participants should bring suitable outdoor clothing, waterproofs
and boots or similar. Bring a packed lunch for whole day events, sun
cream and plenty of water in hot weather. For evening moth etc. events
bring clothing as above plus a good torch with new / recharged batteries.
General safety advice will be given before all our events but we ask all
who attend to take personal responsibility for their own safety and
possessions and to pay special regard to trip hazards and the likely
presence of ticks. Please advise the field trip leader of any personal
health issue or need of personal medication that might compromise the
individual. Well-behaved dogs on short leads are welcome on our
daytime events unless shown otherwise. If you require further
information or wish to check whether an event has been postponed or
cancelled due to poor weather, please contact the walk leader before
setting out.

We will be supporting the national Big Butterfly Count (17 July to 7
August 2020) by encouraging butterfly walk participants to take part. All
you need do is record one or more times during this period for 15
minutes in your own garden, a local park, nature reserve etc, then
submit the records online. Our walk leaders will bring survey forms, but
full details available at www.bigbutterflycount.org/

Outline directions only below. Please see the Branch web site, where
more precise directions are shown. Alternatively, print the directions
from your home using our direction tool (using the directions tab on
main navigation menu www.cumbria-butterflies.org.uk/sightings)

http://www.bigbutterflycount.org/
http://www.cumbria-butterflies.org.uk/sightings
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The Butterflies of Warton Crag
Thursday 21 May 10:30 to 14:30
Joint event with Lancashire branch Butterfly Conservation
Target species Pearl-bordered and possibly early Small Pearl-bordered
Fritillaries, Dingy Skipper; Green Hairstreak, Small Heath and other
spring species.
This event includes some steep and narrow paths and must be booked in
advance with the walk leader.
DirectionsMeet at Warton Quarry car park at grid ref SD491723, sat nav
LA5 9RB
Contact Chris Winnick 01539 728254 Booking in advance is required

The Butterflies of Ormsgill Slag Banks, Barrow in Furness
Sunday 24 May 10:30 to13:00 and an optional visit to Sandscale Haws,
end at 15:30
Target Species at Ormsgill, Dingy Skipper, Common Blue, Small Blue. At
Sandscale Haws young Natterjack Toads, orchids and sand dune flora
Directions Parking area by slag banks just off A590T at grid ref SD192712,
sat nav LA14 4AA
Contact Chris Winnick 01539 728254

The Butterflies of Farrer’s Allotment and Gillbirks, Whitbarrow
Tuesday 26 May 10:30 to 14:30, extension to Gillbirks end 16:00
Target species Pearl-bordered and Small Pearl-bordered Fritillaries, with
possible extension to see Duke of Burgundy at nearby Gillbirks site
Directions Park at Johnscales Farm at grid ref SD462867, satnav LA8 8DG
Contact Chris Winnick 01539 728254

Marsh Fritillaries at Blackwood Farm, Braithwaite, Keswick
Thursday 28 May 10:30 to 13:00 with option of afternoon visit to Small
Blue site at Workington subject to sufficient interest. Target Species at
Blackwood Farm, Marsh Fritillary. At Workington coast, Small Blue,
Dingy Skipper and Wall Brown
Directions Braithwaite east side of A66T at grid ref NY232248, satnav
CA12 5RZ. Contact Chris Winnick Tel no 01539 728254
Butterfly Conservation Cumbria Branch Open Day and AGM at
Haybridge
Saturday 30 May 09:30 to about 16:00 All welcome, including
non-members. See notice elsewhere in this newsletter, including
programme of day’s events.
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Any major changes will appear on our website
www.cumbria-butterflies.org.uk/events/

Mountain Ringlet at Irton Fell
Saturday 6 June 10:45 to 15:00
Target species A gentle climb to see Mountain Ringlets at their lowest
altitude site in Lakeland, Small Heath and the possibility of Argent &
Sable moth. Possible extension to Whin Rigg summit. Contact walk
leader first if weather bad or doubtful.
DirectionsMeet at car park at grid ref NY121012, sat nav CA19 1UY on
Eskdale Green to Santon Bridge road
ContactMartin Tordoff 01539 735935, 07981 348148 or Peter
Boardman 017683 42079

The Butterflies of Heysham and HeyshamMoss Nature Reserves, and
Middleton
Joint event with Lancashire branch Butterfly Conservation
Saturday 13 June 10:30 to 14:30
Target species Large Heath, Large Skipper, Common Blue and other
spring species.
DirectionsMeet at 85-91 Meldon Road, grid ref SD423603, sat nav LA3
2HJ for access to the HeyshamMoss NR. Parking at Heysham NR at
SD407601, sat nav LA3 2UW. Optional visit to Middleton Ponds.
Contact Chris Winnick 01539 728254

The Butterflies of Smardale Gill
Tuesday 23 June 10:30 to 14:30
Joint event with Cumbria Wildlife Trust
Target species Northern Brown Argus, Dingy Skipper and other common
species.
Directions Park in lay-by on Newbiggin to Great Asby road at grid ref
NY701056, sat nav CA17 4NY
Contact Peter Boardman 017683 42079

The Butterflies of Holme Park Fell
Wednesday 1 July 10:30 to 14:30
Target species Large Fritillaries and common summer species
Directions At Clawthorpe Hall Hotel follow a narrow lane uphill for about
1.5km. Holme Stinted Pasture gate is at approximate grid ref SD 54516
78401, sat nav LA6 1NX

http://www.cumbria-butterflies.org.uk/events/
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We have been asked not to park just off the road by a contractor, who
has allowed parking in her yard on the right after passing the gate to
Holme Stinted Pasture and Rowley Copse (imposing splayed
entrance). Please park on the left of the yard near the green tank.
Contact Chris Winnick 01539 728254 Booking in advance is required

The Butterflies of Hampsfell and Hampsfield Allotment
Friday 3 July 10:30 to 14:30
Includes diverse habitats on Bishop’s and Hampsfield Allotments
Target species High Brown and Dark Green Fritillaries and many other
species
This is fairly strenuous terrain, but there is opportunity to opt for just a
half day because we will lunch near the farm.
DirectionsMeet at Hampsfield Farm at grid ref SD405786, satnav LA11
6BE (car-sharing if possible).
Contact David Jackson 015395 33322 with Martin Wain

The Moths of Brantwood, Coniston Water
Saturday 4 July from 08:30 hours to about 11:00
Joint event with Friends of Brantwood.
We'll be examining the catches from a series of light traps left running
overnight in Brantwood's beautiful lake side and hillside gardens. No
particular target species, just an expected colourful and interesting array
of summer moth species.
Directions: Meet at Brantwood car park, grid ref SD311957, satnav LA21
8AD
Contact: Martin Tordoff 01539 735935, 07981 348148

The Butterflies of Brigsteer Park Wood and Flash Bank
Joint with Arnside Natural History Society
Monday 13 July 10:30 to 14:00 and optional afternoon visit to
Helsington Barrows, end about 16:00
Target species Silver-washed and Dark Green Fritillaries, Common Blue,
Ringlet, Small Skipper and others
Directions Off A590T, signed Levens. At Hare and Hounds pub bear left
and go through straight through the village on Levens to Brigsteer road.
Park at grid ref SD488876, sat nav LA8 8DW. Parking is limited at the
Wood. If you are a NT member you might like to park at Sizergh Castle
and allow 20 mins to walk to the Wood carpark directly opposite where
the footpath meets the Brigsteer Road. (For NT non-members there is a
car parking charge.) There is some additional parking available on a



7

gravel area opposite the Wood car park.
Those who plan to extend their stay with a late afternoon visit to
Helsington Barrows should not park at Sizergh Castle
Contact Chris Winnick 01539 728254

Recording and Identification Day
Joint with Arnside Natural History Society and Butterfly Conservation
Lancashire branch
Sunday 19 July 10:30 to 16:00
Big Butterfly Count Event
An opportunity to brush up skills in the Levens Village Institute followed
by a visit to a local site to practise those skills
DirectionsMeet at Levens Village Institute, Lowgate, Levens grid ref SD
487861 sat nav LA8 8NL
Contact Chris Winnick 01539 728254 or Martin Chadwick 015395 32553
Maximum number of participants is 20. Advance booking is required

The Butterflies of White Scar and Farrer’s Allotment
Wednesday 22 July 10:30 to 15:30
Big Butterfly Count Event
Target species Grayling, Wall Brown, Dark Green, High Brown and
Silver-washed Fritillaries
Directions Park on former A590 near the turning to Ravens’s Lodge, grid
ref SD 46853511, sat nav LA8 8ES
Contact Chris Winnick 01539 728254

The Butterflies of Witherslack Woods and Howe Ridding
Joint with Cumbria Wildlife Trust
Friday 24 July 10:30 to 15:00
Big Butterfly Count Event
Target species Silver-washed, High Brown and Dark Green Fritillaries,
Common Blue and possibly Northern Brown Argus
DirectionsMeet at “The Kennels” next to Over Sands School, at grid ref
SD436859, sat nav LA11 6SD
Contact Chris Winnick 01539 728254

The Butterflies and Grasslands of Kendal Fell
Friday 31 July 10:30 to 14:30
Big Butterfly Count Event
Target species Scotch Argus and other late summer species
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Directions Park around grid ref SD507924, sat nav LA9 5DU. Meet at the
Old Lime Kiln (top of Greenside/Beast Banks on the Crosthwaite road
Contact Chris Winnick 01539 728254

Scotch Argus at Smardale Gill Nature Reserve, Kirkby Stephen
Joint with Cumbria Wildlife Trust
Tuesday 4 August 10:30 to 15:30
Big Butterfly Count Event
Target species Scotch Argus plus a dozen common species.
Directions Park in the new CWT Smardale car park at grid ref NY742083
sat nav CA17 4HG
Leaders Andrew Walter and Peter Boardman.
Contact Peter Boardman 017683 42079 or AndrewWalter 01539 816300
mail@cumbriawildlifetrust.org.uk

The Butterflies of Capes Head and Old Park Wood
Joint with Grange Natural History Society
Wednesday 5 August 13:00 to 16:00
Big Butterfly Count
Target species Silver-washed Fritillary, Purple Hairstreak, Wall Brown.
DirectionsMeet at Old Park Wood car park near shore at grid ref
SD336787, satnav LA11 7PP (not very reliable). Car share please as
spaces limited
ContactMartin Chadwick 015395 32553 or 07722 571 327 on the day

National Moth Night St Catherine’s Footprint Centre Windermere
Joint with National Trust
Saturday evening/Sunday morning 29/30 August
Event On Saturday 20:00 until late and on Sunday 08:30 to about 11:00
examination and identification of overnight moth catch to increase
numbers recorded at this site
Directions On the A591 Windermere to Ambleside road at the mini
roundabout, take the third exit A592 Troutbeck road. The site is about
400m after the roundabout, grid ref SD409997, satnav LA23 1NH. Very
limited parking, so car share if possible
ContactMartin Tordoff 07981 348148 or 01539 735935

mailto:mail@cumbriawildlifetrust.org.uk
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Orange-Tip…a herald of Spring

Our cover star this time is the Orange-Tip butterfly, one of my personal
favourites with its beautiful camouflaged underside and its appearance
early in the year assuring me that Spring is really here at last.

The Orange-Tip, like many butterfly
species, has gone through several
name changes since its first
description, perhaps the most
notable being ‘Wood Lady’ or
‘Prince of Orange’ (Dutfield, 1748).
Nowadays it is found throughout the
British Isles apart from the far
northwest of Scotland, especially
along woodland edges, road verges
and in damp flower-rich meadows.

The female lacks the eye-catching orange tips to the wings and can be
found laying her eggs on plants of the crucifer family, which also have a
lovely variety of names,such as Cuckoo Flower (Lady’s Smock), Garlic
Mustard (Jack-by-the-Hedge),
Honesty and Sweet Rocket
(Dame’s Violet). One of the
easiest butterfly eggs to spot,
the bright orange egg
hatches after a week into a
cannibalistic caterpillar
feeding on the plant’s
developing seedpods. A
month later it transforms
into an elegant curved
chrysalis concealed among vegetation until the following spring!

Karen Mclellan

A Golden Era for B.C. Cumbria
After we separated from the North of England Branch the very first
Newsletter issued by Butterfly Conservation Cumbria was in September
2000. It had a Comma butterfly on the front cover. Although not one of
the flagship species for Cumbria it was nevertheless appropriate because
it was a species which had not long before been added to our Cumbrian
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list and of course since then it has been and still is very much one of our
own every year.

20 years on since that first issue and I
can’t help thinking we’ve made a
successful impact since being Butterfly
Conservation’s newest Branch and with
the lowest membership of any mainland
Branch. So let’s have a think about some
of what have we achieved in those 20
years.

1. Well firstly the newsletter is twice the size and is now in colour
throughout.

2. We started off with 90 members but are now up to over 500.
3. Our stated aim was to conserve all species of butterflies found in

Cumbria – moths were not high profile in the branch back then.
4. We had 34 known species at that time but in the 20 years since

we have recorded 41 species which includes rare migrant records
but even so the number of breeding/resident species has also
increased with the latest being White Letter Hairstreak a few
years ago and before that it was the Small Skipper.

5. We have not lost any species since that original 34 so that
objective has been achieved. Mind you I suppose that’s not quite
right because we did lose Marsh Fritillary from 2004 until 2007 but
our pioneering very successful re-introduction project means that
glitch has been put to rights with a vengeance!

6. Domestically then we’ve done OK I think it’s fair to say but what
about looking at the bigger picture and the part we’ve played in
it?

7. We were successful in acquiring BC’s first Regional Officer albeit
for the North of England and not just Cumbria but we did the bulk
of lobbying. That first Regional
Officer was Dr Sam Ellis who did
such a good job he became BC’s
UK Conservation Officer and
Regional Officers became the
norm through the rest of the
UK.

8. Our Landscape Habitat
management project for Morecambe Bay broadleaved woodlands
was among the first if not the very first such project in the UK. It
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started in 2004 and was targeted at High Brown Fritillary and Pearl
Bordered Fritillary with the aim of
stabilising the populations in Cumbria
and North Lancashire. Landscape
Projects are now accepted as the way
forward on the much more sensible
conservation basis of wildlife corridors
and connectivity.

9. Not just satisfied with the Morecambe
Bay limestone Woodlands Project we

started another Landscape Project for another of our endangered
species – the Marsh Fritillary. Lost to most of the UK it was going
headlong into extinction here as well. We and others now realise
it was because of colony isolation and inbreeding caused by such
isolation and lack of colony connectivity. All other attempts at
introducing or re-introducing this species in the UK had failed. We
had to learn from them and devise a more robust plan. We did
and with the help and support from Natural England it worked
and we now have over 20 colonies again in Cumbria all of which
are in metapopulations i.e. colonies within connectivity in each
metapopulation area.

10.The Small Blue Project was next to start and our priority was to
conserve what dwindling colonies we had. I’m hesitant to say we
have been entirely successful because we have in fact lost more
than one core colony in the West Cumbria area due to successful
planning applications by others which have wiped out or all but
wiped out strong Small Blue populations. What we have done
however is heighten the profile of the Small Blue butterfly locally.
It is included as a priority consideration in the Allerdale Local Plan
and there is now a much better awareness. We also work closely
with the Workington Nature Partnership who are funded jointly
by Allerdale Borough Council and Workington Town Council. Our
best sites are now being managed specially for the Small blue but
whilst that is great some of our colonies are still under threat of
development. It would however be much worse if we had not
done what we have done and continue to do.

11.Our Duke of Burgundy Project is yet another Landscape initiative
this time in South Cumbria and with the aim of not just arresting
the worrying decline in colonies but by also creating suitable
habitat – and it’s working!
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12.Cumbria is the only English
county with breeding Mountain
Ringlet colonies and we have led
the way in not only recording
known colonies but we have
also widened our scope to find
more colonies some of which
have widened its geographical
range, but still in the Cumbrian montane areas.

13.Our latest Project is for the Scotch Argus butterfly until recently
thought to have very strong colonies at both Smardale and
Arnside Knott where 100’s could be seen on each site. Not any
more however on Arnside Knott so this very new initiative for
Cumbria Branch will be yet another very challenging Project.
Watch this space.

14.BC Cumbria volunteers are very active butterfly and moth
recorders whose records are dealt with by the Cumbria

Biodiversity Data Centre
(CBDC) at Tullie House in
Carlisle and one of our
members referees all
records each year so they
are sent to the national
data centre as ‘clean’ as
possible. By way of example

‘impossible’ records are removed e.g. a Mountain Ringlet on the
beach near Bowness on Solway!

15.Since this Branch was formed 20 years ago we have always had
Work Parties right throughout the Winter. They are targeted at
creating and restoring habitat for our more endangered species.
No lie-ins on cold Sunday and Wednesday mornings for our
volunteer force!

16.Summer Field Trips have always been an essential feature of our
work. Our own members then have the opportunity to see most
of our Cumbrian species each season with expert guidance.
Equally members of other branches and the general public come
on our guided walks – all are welcome to come and see our
specialities and I can honestly say all have gone away completely
chuffed by the experience.
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17.In 2018 and 2019 we have supported DNA research by members
of Lancaster University and their first major work has been on the
Scotch Argus. It is we feel so important to embrace modern
technology to see what we can learn from that. It might only tell
us or confirm what we already know or thought but it’s more
likely to tell us a lot more and add to our thinking and thus
enhance the way we manage habitat and specific species.

18.Moth recording is now much more high profile in Cumbria and not
only do we have several experts but we also have some very
special moth species in Cumbria. One of those, the Netted Carpet
moth has been the subject of great research for several years and
the Rosy Marsh moth was recorded in Cumbria for the first time a
few years ago. More ‘first timers’ have come along since thanks to
our great moth recorders and the very welcome increase in profile
of moths some of which are every bit as spectacular as our
butterflies – it’s just that most, but not all, moths are nocturnal so
most of us don’t see them often if at all.

19.We have over the 20 years
been able to help University
Students with research work.
Cumbria University and
Lancaster University students
have profited by using our
expertise and we in turn can
profit from theirs and the
recent DNA work done by students is a good example.

20.We have an excellent ‘Sightings’ page on our Branch website open
to public use. It might not be the first of its kind but it’s the best!

There are probably some important things I’ve missed and may be
rebuked for and of course there are loads of ‘every day’ jobs done by the
Branch Committee and individual members but the above will give you a
flavour of our biggest challenges and the fact we have been leaders in
many things even though we are small in numbers.
So, let’s keep it going – we need you and so do our butterflies and moths
whether your support is purely as a member or if you take an active step
further.
Steve Doyle
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One episode during the Painted Lady year of 2019

On August 5th this year Martin Chadwick led a party to Capes Head and
Old Park Wood. The weather was fine, but there was a very strong wind
blowing across the estuary from Ulverston. One target butterfly was the
Purple Hairstreak which Martin knew to be on the wing there, but
unfortunately they were all hanging on for dear life because of the wind
and many pairs of binoculars failed to locate any. However, in the
shelter of the wood at ground level we saw a good variety of butterflies

and a few day-flying
moths.
For me, the most

memorable part of the
walk was in a large
clearing where there
were more butterflies
than I have ever seen in
this country in an
equivalent area and
almost all of them were

Painted Ladies, some ragged and some very fresh, mostly nectaring on
Knapweed. We also found some Painted Lady larvae on Field Thistle and
I collected one of these, about half grown, to rear at home.

The next day Chris Winnick
led a walk on Kendal Fell in
pouring rain and amazingly
we did see several
butterflies flying through the
rain, all of them Painted
Ladies. We also found
several batches of Painted
Lady larvae on both Field
and Spear Thistles, and I
collected a couple to rear.
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These were larger than the Old Park
Wood one and they pupated on
Aug.12th. Once they had pupated I kept
them on a window sill and checked
them daily. I am familiar with related
butterflies, such as Small Tortoiseshells,
showing the adult wing colour through
the pupal cuticle a day or two before
emergence, so I was surprised to find
that none of the three Painted Lady
pupae showed the wing colour the day

before emergence. They emerged
13 days after pupation.
One extra item of interest: at the
top of one thistle, which had had
its leaves eaten and had remains
of a silk network indicating
feeding by a Painted Lady larva,
was a cluster of small pupae
enclosed in their own silk webs. I
kept these and found that tiny
wasps/ichneumons emerged and
it seems likely to me that they had
been parasitizing a Painted Lady larva.

John Mounsey
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CUMBRIA BUTTERFLY CONSERVATION’S OPEN DAY and AGM
at HAYBRIDGE NATURE RESERVE, SATURDAY 30TH MAY 2020

This year’s Open Day and AGMwill return to this wonderful private
nature reserve just north of the village of Bouth. It is home to a good
colony of Large Heath on the raised mosses and to Small Pearl-bordered
Fritillary in the woodland clearings along with late spring flowers, birds
and other invertebrates. Also with the right night time weather a good
moth catch is guaranteed! After looking at the moths [with excellent
photo opportunities] we will spend the rest of the morning in the
conference room/museum. After lunch [please bring a packed lunch]
there will be a guided walk around this amazing site.
The programme (subject to confirmation) is

09. 00 Opening moth traps,
welcome, tea coffee…

10.45-11.30 Presentation
“Introducing Micro Moths”,
which will include an
introduction to moths in
general and short examination
of what makes butterflies
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different from moths. Our speaker is Steve Benner....who is not only a
moth expert but a brilliant photographer.
11.45-12.15 Presentation by Dave Wainwright (BC Senior Regional
Officer) who will give a talk on ‘Butterflies and Conservation in Cumbria’
(TBC)
12.15-13.00 Brief AGM and opportunity to ask questions of the branch
committee
13.00-13.30 Lunch (bring own refreshments: hot drinks and toilets are
available on site)
13.30-15.30 Guided walk to see woodland and meadow birds, wild
flowers, butterflies,
Ospreys and the
famous ‘snake pit’!
Note that if the
weather dictates, we
may ‘flip’ the
programme and walk
around the farm in
the morning.
Boots or wellingtons
are strongly advised
as it can be very wet
underfoot.
The Open Day will be the Premier Event of the year.

Directions From the M6 follow A590 follow A590 marked Barrow. At the
Meathop roundabout, take the 2nd exit (marked Barrow). At Newby
Bridge roundabout, take the 1st exit continuing on the A590 (signposted
Barrow, Ulverston).
After about 4 miles, turn right (signposted Bouth) and follow signs to
Bouth.
In Bouth, turn right at the White Hart Inn follow this road for about 1/2
mile to find a sign for Hay Bridge only (the major road bears left, the lane
for Haybridge is physically straight on) follow the lane until you reach
the car park at the end.

For more details contact Chris Winnick 01539 728254 or Martin Tordoff
01539 735935
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Cupido minimus in West Cumbria

As its name suggests the Small Blue butterfly is a lovely little thing and in
West Cumbria we are very fortunate to have it because you need to go
100’s of miles north or south before you come across any other colony.

Yes, it’s a very special little
butterfly known locally in
Workington as ‘The Allerdale
Butterfly.’
For as long as I’ve been back in
Cumbria, and that’s now over 20
years, this lovely little thing has
struggled to survive, not because
it has a problem with Cumbria
but because the type of habitat
it thrives on is in demand by us

humans for housing and business development. That unfortunately may
always be the case and housing and business development is indeed
important – but so too is conservation of our natural environment which
very much includes the Small Blue butterfly.
About 13 years ago Sam Ellis, Dave Wainwright and others including
myself thoroughly surveyed the West Cumbrian coastline for both the
butterfly and the larval food plant (Kidney Vetch) it requires for egg
laying. That survey was and still is invaluable in helping us to conserve at
least some of the identified ‘hot-spots’ but others have still been lost to
development. The report has had an effect on some planning
applications but it’s hard to imagine what might have happened without
it. What it has done is ensure the needs and importance of the locally
endangered butterfly are written into the Allerdale Local Plan, and
Butterfly Conservation Cumbria have also over the years increased the
profile of the butterfly locally through public awareness and via the local
media. Some developments we have to accept and we must recognise
that. One example was the disastrous flooding several years ago which
washed away the bridge connecting one side of Workington with the
other. The railway bridge survived however, but a temporary railway
station had to be built urgently to get workers to town and many to
Sellafield without a 25 mile detour by road. Even though the site of the
temporary station was to be on occupied Small Blue breeding habitat we
agreed not to object in the public (emergency) interest. The condition
we asked for was that the habitat would be restored when the



19

emergency was over – and indeed it was restored very much under our
guidance. The problem now is that the site has now been descended
upon by ‘Travellers/Caravan Dwellers’ and systematically destroyed
again. It was our richest Small Blue breeding site in 2019! Allerdale are
trying their best to remove the Travellers but there are procedures to
take place and it takes time, again unfortunately it might be too late for
the 2020 flight season and 100’s of eggs or larvae will be lost. This will
have a serious adverse effect on Small Blue numbers in 2020.
There are always pressures on Small Blue breeding habitat because it is
largely ‘brownfield’ land. We had to give up 95% of a site where 650
houses were to be built but in that case we managed to conserve the
best 5% of the site for wildlife. As I write this we are also still trying to
beat off a planning application which if successful will block a vital
centuries old urban wildlife connectivity corridor.
Why do I recall all this apparent doom and gloom? Because as members
reading this you should know what your membership subscriptions are
helping towards. Many of you might not be able to help us in practical
work but without your support in other ways we would not be able to do
as much of what we other volunteers do, and we are all volunteers in
Cumbria.
On a more positive note two exceptional volunteers have over the last
couple of years been re-doing the survey work Sam Ellis and Dave
Wainwright did in 2007. Robert Parks and Richard Pratt have been
immense in re-surveying
not only what was done in
2007, because much has
changed since then, but
also they have explored
beyond the traditionally
known boundaries of the
Small Blue in West
Cumbria. So far they have
explored as far south as
Sellafield and as far north
as Silloth, mainly for Kidney Vetch but they have also found small
colonies of Small Blues as well. One such colony is at Lowca and this was
in fact firstly discovered by Mike and Lyn Mills but Robert and Richard
used that as a base to work both north and south of there to establish
the extent of the small colony. There are no particularly large colonies
away from Workington and Maryport but we do know odd individuals
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are cropping up here and there so if you see Kidney Vetch then look for
Small Blues in late May or early June.
Fingers crossed for a good breeding period of weather in 2020 – we
simply must conserve this lovely little butterfly – Cupido minimus – as its
name suggests ‘lovely little thing.’ Can’t wait to see you again!

Steve Doyle

The Mystery Monarch Revisited

You may remember a question raised in the last newsletter by member
Margaret Hughes about the ‘King George’ butterfly.
An interesting email conversation developed which I quote from below

Martin Chadwick:
Last year whilst
talking to an elderly
resident of
Allithwaite he kept
referring to King
George butterflies. I
wasn't certain which
species he meant as
his description was
vague to say the
least. I gathered that
he regarded it as a
common butterfly in
his youth so it was
probably Small
Tortoiseshell. I have
never heard anyone else call it King George but in the introduction to
"The Aurelian Legacy" the book by Michael Salmon it states that George
the third was interested in butterflies. This might be the origin? Mc

Margaret Hughes: I was also leaning towards a connection with George
the Third as he was known as “Farmer George” due to his interests in
agriculture and the natural world.
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However, I’ve been doing a bit of Googling again, this time on “Aster
King George” to see whether that gave any leads. One of the
horticultural suppliers tells me that:

“Amos Perry introduced Aster amellus 'King George' in 1914 and Italian
Asters soon became popular in England shortly afterwards. Rumour has
it Perry wanted to call this plant 'Kaiser William' until the Great war
changed the political landscape. Not a bad move since he ended up with
the Royal Horticultural Society Award of Garden Merit for this plant!”

So it would appear that by linking Chris Winnick’s suggestion of the fact
that this Aster is used by Small Tortoiseshells for nectar in late summer,
and that this plant was introduced to this country during the reign of
George the fifth, we now have an explanation for this local name.

Chris Winnick: On a related matter the whole area of 'How did
butterflies and moths get their amazing names'?.....is brilliantly covered
in Peter Marren's new book [published by Little Toller]......not
cheap!.....£30.00 in book shops and £20.00 on-line. [for example the Red
Admiral is not nautical!....but a corruption of something being
'admirable' to behold. I also recommend his earlier book called 'Rainbow
Dust'.

Karen Mclellan

Answers to the Foodplant Quiz

a) Dark Green Fritillary with l) violet

b) Holly Blue with i) ivy

c) Purple Hairstreak with g) oak

d )Northern Brown Argus with h) rock rose

e ) Duke of Burgundy with j) cowslip

f ) Small Blue with k) kidney vetch
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‘The Cruellest Month’ by The Lapsed Lepidopterist

TS Eliot was obviously not a Lepidopterist. His opening line in ‘The
Wasteland’ - “April is the cruellest month” – proves that. No, to those of
us who find our muse in Butterflies and Moths, surely it is January that is
the cruellest month, followed close behind by February. Short days,

miserable weather and
nothing on the wing to
excite us more than the
occasional Winter Moth
attempting suicide in
the car headlights or the
prematurely disturbed
Peacock, re-locating to
another shed. Confined
to the indoors, we are
forced to gather
together all the backs of
envelopes last year’s
records were scribbled
on and decode them
into some legible form,

thence to be inputted into the machine and distributed to those further
up the ‘information chain’. Well it’s either that or the accounts!

So it was with great excitement that I received a message from the
Moth Recorder General (MT), to brighten my winter blues. He was
enquiring about a specimen I had recorded at Braithwaite on 15 July
2018; he too was undergoing the January collating – only a year behind –
but then he has got a lot to collate. I hadn’t thought about checking
Cumbrian distribution maps for Garden Dart (Euxoa nigricans) and
although I hadn’t recorded it up here before, it was down in Waring and
Townsend as ‘Common T’ (throughout), so I assumed that it was.
However MT intimated it would be a first ‘modern’ record for the
Central Lakes. It got better, with confirmation from my photo, MT then
admitted he couldn’t find any pre 2000 records for this area, adding that
Garden Dart had been described as one of the most rapidly declining
species nationally, at a Recorder’s Conference he had just attended (the
mind boggles!). It was caught in the garden where I have recorded
Cloaked Carpet and Triple-spotted Pug – I think SSSI status is not far off!

Garden Dart
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The latter half of last year did not herald too much to report. A spell
of work in the South West precluded trapping here, but of course I did
travel with the trap and was
pleased to have my first UK
encounters with Rosy
Footman and Black Arches
and discover Cypress Pug
whilst introducing my
colleagues on the film set to
the world of moths during
lengthy night-shoots! The last
specimen of the year was a
Mottled Umber at Beech cottage on 29 December.
But now it’s back to the inputting I suppose……..I wonder what April will
be like?

Peter Macqueen

‘Get Cumbria Buzzing!’
We are now well into fulfilling the first part of our target by working with
Cumbria Wildlife Trust and Allerdale Borough Council. Along the stretch
of coastline between Harrington through Workington to Maryport we

have created dozens of
bare earth wildflower
scrapes. All except those
at Maryport were seeded
in Autumn and the
seedlings are showing
through nicely. At
Maryport we ran out of
time and weather but they
will be seeded this March

in time for Spring germination. Our objective is not only butterflies
because the ‘Get Cumbria Buzzing’ project is to boost numbers of all
pollinating insects which include hoverflies, moths and particularly bees.
The seed mix we have used is more or less the same on each site but on
some the percentage of Kidney Vetch is higher if that particular site is on
or close to extant Small Blue butterfly breeding habitat. Anyway, all
being well along the Cumbria Coastal Way and cycleways there should

Cypress Pug
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be much more colour from 2020 onwards. So whether you like insects or
not there should be a more colourful experience for everyone, dog
walkers and pram pushers alike. And, more importantly there should be
more feeding stations to encourage more breeding of pollinating species
along the way. As you might be aware, numbers of pollinating insects
are declining so this is another joint initiative to slow down and start to
reverse that decline.
Look out for our wildflower patches along the cycleway from Maryport
Harbour to Risehow and at various places in Workington such as Oldside
windfarm and the slagbanks on the south side of the River Derwent
estuary.

Steve Doyle

Netted Carpet Larval Survey – 3rd to 8th September 2020
John Hooson, National
Trust Northern Region’s
Wildlife Adviser, and with
a special interest in this
iconic Cumbrian species,
will be seeking volunteers
for this survey, almost all
conducted in stunning lake
side locations. John writes:

“2020 is a `big year` in the Netted Carpet larval survey cycle – it’s our
recurring 10 year push to cover as many sites as practical in the time
available. So, we need plenty of assistance from those with “an eye to
perceive and a heart to rejoice”. To this end I’d like you to get the
survey dates in diaries and share with others who might be able to help:
Thursday 3rd Sept (East Coniston), Friday 4th, (+ some weekend survey),
Monday 7th, Tuesday 8th September, and maybe beyond.”
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More precise information on days
and locations, along with John’s
contact details, will appear on the
Surveys page of our BC Cumbria
Branch website nearer the time,
but in the meantime please
bookmark these dates in your
diaries. Thank you!

Martin Tordoff

WHAT DOES ‘WITHHELD’ MEAN ON THE SIGHTINGS PAGE?

We love you using our sightings page on our Cumbria BC web-site......and
this year more of you than ever used this easy self-entering way to record
what butterflies and day-flying moths you saw and where you saw them.
Last year some recorders noted that for a small number of sites they could
enter data in the usual way but when it came to view on screen rather than
show the location it said ‘withheld’. If this happens, and it is only true for 1%
of Cumbrian sites, please continue to enter your data in the usual way: it is
still sent to the Cumbria Record Centre in Tullie House. The purpose is not to
withhold records but to filter out certain sensitive sites/species on screen.
[Our sightings page is not just open to BC members but to all who care to
view.] This ‘filter’ is
needed
because......
[1] A few sites are
very sensitive to
visitor pressure
and this is of
concern where rare
habitats and
species are in
decline.
[2] On some sites
the landowners/managers do not wish for publicity and this must be
respected.
[3] Some sites are private or have limited or restricted access.
I hope this does not sound like a problem as it really is good news! The sites,
landowners and the butterflies will benefit and those who have been
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recording on these sites [with permission where required] and without any
problem can of course continue to do so.....please keep entering your data
even if you get a ‘withheld’...it really is most valuable to our conservation
work.

Chris Winnick

LANCASHIRE BC BRANCH NOMINATION OF LAURA SIVELL FOR
THE AWARD ‘OUTSTANDING BRANCH VOLUNTEER’ 2018/19
Laura was instrumental in founding Lancashire branch from the ‘ashes’
of South Lancashire, Merseyside, West Cheshire & Clwyd in 1993. From
day one Laura became branch organiser and secretary and in 1997 took
on the additional role of county recorder.....in fact Laura has held

almost every officer
post and to this day
continues to
‘multi-task’.
Laura has always
done well beyond
the ‘call of duty’.
After 26 years on
the committee and
22 years as county
recorder she

remains in both these posts and continues to produce the excellent
branch report on the state of Lancashire’s Butterflies. If this was not
enough Laura has also been the branch newsletter editor for the last 20
years....a massive task in itself.
She has become one of the UK’s experts on the Duke of Burgundy and
when Gait Barrow NNR’s Duke population became threatened she
worked closely with Natural England to run a captive breeding and
re-introduction programme. It is widely recognised that without the
success of this programme the Duke would have been lost from
Lancashire.
Despite running key committee posts, managing the Duke programme
and collecting and collating county records Laura still found time to
attend work parties and to do one of the longest running transects in
NW England. Using her gardening skills she has planted thousands of
plug plants to support rare caterpillars: she is an excellent field
lepidopterist and naturalist who is always ready to give expert advice on
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conservation matters. Laura has also given many excellent talks, guided
walks and training sessions on ID and recording. In short, Laura has been
an outstanding member of Lancashire Branch ever since it was set up in
1993. This nomination is not only supported by all the Lancashire Branch
committee but also by Cumbria BC and by David Wainwright and Martin
Wain as much of her work has been focussed on saving the special
butterflies of Morecambe Bay. This nomination is richly deserved for she
is an outstanding branch volunteer.

Chris Winnick

AN ANNIVERSARY LOOK AT THE HISTORY OF CONSERVATION
THROUGH ITS MAGAZINE......a belated PART IV. [issue 86-132]
This will be a romp through some of the features that caught my eye
over the last 15 years. What had started as a two part article to mark
BC’s 50th anniversary has ‘spread its wings’ and time-scale......well there
have been 132 issues to re-read!
Issue 86 in spring 2004 had 36 pages in full colour with a balance of 70%
articles and 30% advertising. Chairman, Dudley Cheesman, reminded
readers that the recently adopted ‘Memorandum of Association’ stated
that ‘The Society is established for charitable purposes, for the
advancement of education and for other purposes beneficial to the
community’. He challenges us all to ‘inspire our children and
grand-children’....something that is as important today as ever.
Education articles feature as does ‘The importance of Transect data’ the
decline of the High Brown and Wall butterflies and ‘Monitoring the

Netted Carpet’.
[Also see issue 96]
There is also a two
page spread on
BC’s now 27
reserves....with the
Chequered Skipper
reserve at Allt
Mhuic the only one
north of Shipley!
The Shipley
reserve is featured

in issue 88 and is described as ‘tiny but the perfect illustration of an
urban wildlife refuge’. Matthew Oates also has an article on the Purple

Purple Emperor
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Emperor in this issue...... his book on the same is due out later in 2020.
With more butterfly watchers armed with binoculars it is worth
re-reading Patrick Bonham’s article in issue 89. Paul Kirkland looks at the
ecology and status of the Scotch Argus in Scotland and for those in the

NW happy to
travel [but not too
far!] why not visit
one of the best
butterfly sites in N.
Wales at Eyarth
Rocks.....just
south of
Ruthin....I suggest
in spring to see
the PBF and SPBF.
Clive Farrell also

pays tribute to the life of Miriam Rothschild.
BC’s Dan Hoare writes about the PBF in issue 90, a species close to the
heart of many in the Morecambe Bay area, and the wonderful Dorset BC
reserve ‘Alners Gorse’ is also featured. In the following issue Richard Fox
writes about ‘Britain’s Moths in Major Decline’ but there is some good
news as Rob Petley-Jones discovers the first English colony of Rosy
Marsh moth since 1850 [at Roudsea Wood NNR.] Dave Wainwright was
appointed North York Moors project officer in Nov 2005.
Richard Fox writes about ‘The State of Butterflies in Britain and Ireland’
in the summer 2006 magazine following a major publication and Sam
Ellis looks at plans for the Duke in
the NE and the re-introduction of
Marsh Fritillary in Cumbria. Issue
93 reports on the successful
return of the Large Blue and in
the following magazine Sam
reflects on the state of the HBF in
Morecambe Bay....sadly just 13
years later some of these sites no
longer support this iconic
butterfly. Summer 2007 saw
reports on the 20,000 Marsh
Fritillary caterpillars released in Cumbria [organised by Steve Doyle] and

Eyarth Rocks

Large Blue

Eyarth Rocks
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reference is made to Scotland’s top butterfly site....the Mabie Forest just
south of Dumfries and 1hr from Carlisle.
Issue 97 [summer 2008] marks the 40th anniversary of BC and at 40
pages is described as the ‘biggest ever’...this depends on your definition
as many earlier A4 issues were also 40 pages [and in the 1980’s there
were issues of 60 plus A5 pages....smaller pages but with smaller type
and no advertisements]. This and the next issue contain a wonderful

potted history of BC written by Lester
Cowling and rather than summarise I
recommend it to be re-read.
However I will ‘leak’ one
snippet......’15 years ago Martin
Warren had to rely on an old Amstrad
with a noisy daisy wheel printer. It
took several minutes to chug through
a single page but it saved the cost of
employing a typist.....12 years ago BC
acquired its first PC enabling the
office to use e-mail: something that
not all were convinced about at the
time’. How things have changed!
Another milestone was reached with
the 100th issue in spring 2009.....and
the changing of Chairman from
Dudley Cheesman to Maurice Avent.

[Some will remember Maurice who came with David Dennis, his
successor, to open BC’s only Reserve in the NW at Myers Allotment in
Silverdale). Within this 40 page issue are a photo of Steve Doyle
receiving his outstanding volunteer award, a report by Richard Fox on
the ‘Moths Count’ project, an interview with our President David
Attenborough and articles on the launch of the ‘Wider Countryside
Survey’ and the ‘Return of the Marsh Fritillary’ to Cumbria. The
Morecambe Bay HBF project is briefly referenced in issues 101 and 102
and the updated [and still the best] butterfly book by Thomas and
Lewington features in issue 103....as does an article on ‘Monitoring
Butterfly Abundance’.

WCB Survey Sites
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The first ever ‘Big Butterfly Count’ [that has done so much for citizen
science and for BC recognition and membership] was launched in 2010
and BC’s sixth
International Symposium
at Reading was described
as ‘the world’s biggest
gathering of butterfly
experts’. In the next issue
there are two articles of
local interest....further
details on the
‘GrantScape’ funded HBF
project and an article on
the ‘Moths of the Lowland Limestone of North Lancashire.’ The topic of
light pollution and moths is considered in issue 106 and there are
reports on the exciting conservation work taking place as part of the
South East Woodlands Project. Butterfly Magazine has long advertised
books....and then came videos and DVD’s but this is the first time I have
seen two butterfly ‘apps’ described and recommended.
Issue 109 confirmed a record 300 members had attended the national
AGM/Members Day at Cheltenham Racecourse and David Dennis spoke
of his honour and delight at being appointed Chairman of BC. Richard

Fox and Tom Brereton
highlighted alarming
findings in the ‘State of
the UK’s Butterflies’ and
made recommendations
to help reverse these
declines......with ‘maintain
and restore high quality
habitats through
landscape-scale projects
delivered by partnerships
of conservation
organisations and local
communities’ as top of
their six point plan of
action.
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George Tordoff wrote on ‘Hairstreak Hedges’ and Tom Prescott on
wildlife friendly farming in Scotland and the habitat management of
some Scottish iconic butterflies and moths. The launch of funding for the
‘Munching Caterpillars’ initiative was also reported.
By issue 112 the magazine had had a ‘make over’ with a very modern,
sleek and simplified cover design.....dominated by the single word
‘Butterfly’ and a single striking picture of a butterfly or moth. Moths
heavily feature with the ‘Magic of Micros,’ the ‘Chalk Carpet’ and the
‘Mountain Moths of Scotland’. It was a delight to read how some farms,
in this case the rolling downland farm of Henry Edmunds on the
Hampshire-Wiltshire border, can be a beacon of good farming practice
and wildlife management. [A joy to read and hopefully an inspiration to
farmers.] Also Lester Cowling announced his retirement as Senior
Publicity officer and Editor of ‘Butterfly’ magazine.
There was some depressing reading in issue 113 with ‘Dukes in Hazard’,
‘Washout 2012 for UK Butterflies’ and ’40 Years Crash in UK Larger
Moths’. Better news followed in issue 114 with ‘Absolutely Fabulous

Summer of Butterflies’,
‘Winning Ways for
Wood Whites’ and
‘Progress for Pearls’.
Spring 2014 brings us
an article by our own
Dave Wainwright on
‘Clever Coppicing’ for
the HBF....an update
on the
GrantScape/SITA Trust

funded project to help keep fritillaries in Morecambe Bay. Also of
interest that excellent author and naturalist Peter Marren asks and
answers the question ‘Have you wondered why moths acquired their
poetic names’? Peter repeats this process with butterflies in the summer
issue.

By issue 117 Jim Asher had succeeded David Dennis in becoming chair
and issue 123 marked a watershed in BC with the farewell of retiring
Chief Executive Martin Warren. In Martin’s own words ‘summing up 23
years at BC is not easy.....first as Conservation officer in 1983 and later as
CEO......over this time I have seen BC’s turnover rise from £300,000 to
£3.4m, staff increase from 3 to 75 and membership rise to over 30,000.

Wood White
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It has been a fantastic journey and a great team effort.’ His long term
colleague and Head of Science, Nigel Bourn, also pays tribute to the
remarkable contribution made to BC by Martin. Julie Williams was
appointed acting CEO.
In issue 124 we can celebrate with Rob Petley-Jones as he is awarded
the Marsh Christian Trust Life Time Achievement Award for his
outstanding contribution to the conservation of butterflies and moths.
[See article in previous newsletter for more on Rob’s remarkable lifetime
contribution.] This issue also has the first of a series of handy guides on
butterfly ID with ‘Separating the Skippers’ and more from Peter Marren
on the Latin names of moths. In the next issue Julie Williams pays tribute

to former BC Chair Stephen Jeffcoat
who sadly passed away in March
2017. He became a trustee in 1998
and Chair from 1999 to 20003. He did
much to make BC the modern and
professional outfit it is and along
with Jim Asher was a key figure
behind ‘The Millennium Atlas of
Butterflies in Britain and Ireland’.
The autumn issue of 2017 confirms
the permanent appointment of Julie
as CEO. Having worked for BC since
2000 Julie became Director of
Finance and Administration in 2003
and Deputy CEO in 2013.....and as I

write this in 2020 what a fantastic job she has done! There is an
update on the ‘Dukes and Blues’ project in the Cotswolds and a handy
article on ‘Separating the Smaller Fritillaries’ by Sam Ellis and an article
on ‘Managing the Morecambe Bay Limestones’ by Dave Wainwright and
Martin Wain.
‘Butterfly’ issue 127 is the first of three for 2018 celebrating BC’s 50th
anniversary. Complete with a stunning ‘golden’ HBF on a black
background [perhaps the most striking cover ever?] there is an article by
Liam Creedon reflecting back on the ‘characters that made BC into the
organisation it is today’, Sam continued with his ID feature on
‘Separating the Larger Fritillaries’ and Prof Dave Goulson [founder of the
Bumblebee Conservation Trust] gave a timely warning that there is
enough neonicotinoid in a single dog flea treatment to kill 16 million
bees. 40 page issue 128 was also in reflective anniversary mood with
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Nigel Bourn charting the growth of BC’s
conservation work and Sandra Muldoon
[Head of Fundraising] looking back on the
growing role of Branches and Volunteers.
On a local note, Martin Wain looked at
how fritillary conservation has benefitted
the nationally rare White-spotted Sable
moth in Morecambe Bay. There is also an
article by Patrick Barkham on the state of
UK butterflies 10 years after his excellent
book ‘Butterfly Isles’ was published.
In the final anniversary issue [No. 129]
Jim Asher looks at the ‘Volunteer Story’
over the last 50 years.....demonstrating
that active volunteers remain the
‘backbone’ of the society. Phil Sterling

looks at ‘Moths below the Surface’ and there are reports on the success
of the ‘All the Moors’ fritillary project in the SW and the return of the
Chequered Skipper to the Rockingham Forest.
This really marks the end of my 50th anniversary romp through the
history of BC through its ‘Butterfly’ magazine. However, issue 132 came
through my letter box in the autumn of 2019 with a different editor and
production company. With 11 out of 36 pages of adverts the 70% articles
to 30% adverts split remains the same as in issue 86 in 2004! The paper
is almost too thin but the layout and use of colour photography is
outstanding....and the articles are as fascinating as ever.
Also, after five years at the helm Jim Asher stepped down as
Chairman....and handed over to Karen Goldie-Morrison at the
Shrewsbury Members Day and AGM. I hope there will be an article on
Jim’s role in a forthcoming magazine as his record and contribution to BC
over decades has been exceptional. With membership now topping
40,000 and branches so busy with their outstanding recording,
fundraising and conservation work, BC has flourished over the last 50
years. Karen will pick up the reins from Jim with BC in fine shape for the
future....and with an outstanding CEO and team of talented, dedicated
and hard working staff.......and they are very nice too! Here’s to the next
50 years!

Chris Winnick
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Cumbria’s Other Rare Moth! – The Rosy Marsh Moth
Coenophila subrosea

Many people will associate Cumbria with its very own moth, the Netted
Carpet, but lovely as this moth is, it is not the only species that lives only
in Cumbria.

It was early in the morning of 10 August 2005 when I peered into the
overnight moth trap at Roudsea Wood and Mosses NNR to see a strange
pinkish Noctuid moth nestling among the more familiar occupants. Not
knowing what it was I took a few photographs and let the creature
go…which was perhaps a mistake!

On checking the moth guidebook, I was astonished to find that this
was a male Rosy Marsh Moth and that the species had been extinct in

England since the 1860s!!

Further survey in 2005
confirmed that there was a
healthy breeding colony of
this moth on the bogs at
Roudsea, and annual
surveys of larvae and
adults since then have
shown this colony to be
thriving across the whole
of the bog expanse on the
National Nature Reserve.

The Rosy Marsh Moth
Coenophila subrosea is a boreal trans-Palaearctic species associated with
peat bogs. It also occurs in Scandinavia, and in isolated peatlands in
Austria, the Czech Republic, France, Germany, and Poland, with other
populations in Russia and Japan. There are declines in all populations,
most likely due to the drainage and loss of the moth’s peatland habitat.

In Britain, the Rosy Marsh Moth is classified as UK Red Data Book 1
(Endangered). It was formerly found in the fens of Cambridgeshire until
the 1860s, after which it was presumed extinct. It was subsequently
rediscovered in the lowland bogs of West Wales in 1965 where several
colonies continue to thrive, but not until the discovery of the moth at
Roudsea Wood was the species restored to the English fauna.
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The moth overwinters as an early instar larva when it feeds sporadically
on Bog Rosemary, while in later instars it moves on to feed on the spring
growth of Bog Myrtle. The mature larva is very striking with distinctive
orange, white and grey stripes, and can be easily found around midnight
on May evenings as it browses in the tops of Bog Myrtle bushes.

The adult moths appear in early August with the males emerging first,
before the females start to appear a few days later.

The moth occurs across the bogs at Roudsea, and the recent
restoration works should make this habitat even more favourable for the
species by encouraging more
extensive areas that support
healthy growth of Bog Myrtle and
Bog Rosemary.

Although there is no telling
why this lovely and very
distinctive species was not seen at
Roudsea before 2005, I suspect
that it has always been there but
never detected. Much of the
moth recording in the past at
Roudsea had focussed on the
woodlands, and although I began
looking at the bog species from
2000 I was generally on holiday
with the family in early August, so
missing the flight period of the
species. It was not until 2005
when the National Nature
Reserve was celebrating its Golden Jubilee that I had the opportunity to
survey in August, resulting in the first Rosy Marsh Moths being found.

I find it hard to believe that this fine moth only occurs on the Roudsea
Wood bogs, and with so many other extensive bogs in North West
England and Southern Scotland I would like to think that Rosy Marsh
Moths occur in other places in the region, and are just waiting to be
found!

Rob Petley-Jones (former Natural England Senior Reserves Manager,
South Cumbria NNRs)
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Marsh Fritillary Update

This year will see 14th generation Marsh Fritillaries in the wild born and
bred on site in Cumbria since Reintroductions started in 2007. It seems a
long time ago since our Action Group first met in Tullie House, Carlisle
and when we agreed to forge ahead with a reintroduction programme. It
should be said there were dissenting voices out with our Action Group
because a Marsh Fritillary reintroduction had never been done
successfully anywhere before. That drove us on – we would succeed.
And, succeed we did. It was well planned of course, it had to be right
down to the last dedicated detail, or we would fail as well.
After we had put the captive bred larvae out into the wild and waved
bye-bye to them I
wondered if we
would ever see
them again but I
well remember the
feeling of, well to
be honest I’m not
sure what it was a
feeling of, when
the expected flight
time arrived. Was
it nervous
anticipation? Was
it anxious expectancy? Was it going to happen at all? We heard they
were flying further south in West Wales but ours would be a tad later
being so far north, wouldn’t they? But how much longer? The wait
seemed like ages but it wasn’t really because I well recall going on to one
of our four release sites and seeing my first adult Marsh Fritillary at a
site near Keswick in 2007 and yes, I still have the photo. Then there was
another, and another. Before long the two of us there were well into
double figures. Hey, this is easy, who said it couldn’t be done!
Better get around the other three release sites to see if they have
emerged there as well. We did and they had. There were in 2007 only
four sites so it was relatively easy getting around them all frequently
during the flight season and again to see the larval webs in August.
FAST WIND NOW to 2019 and it’s not so easy to get around all our
Cumbrian Marsh Fritillary sites in even a three week flight season
because we now have over 20 colonies. Yes, 20, it’s not a misprint. We

The first one in 2007
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still have our four original core release sites but around those we now
have several satellite colonies some of which are actually now bigger
than the nearby core release site. Some of the additional colonies were
also reintroduced as we found and managed more habitat but in 2018
and 2019 we started with the help of others, to find other sites near to
our core colonies. That told us that our initial strategy was working. If we
established vast core colonies they would themselves spread out and
self-colonise other suitable sites thus expand that metapopulation area.
We thought that might take about 10 years and it did although on at
least two of the self-colonised sites it does look as though they have
been there for at least two and maybe three years before they were
found as both are in quite remote places. That said we are certain they
are self-colonised however and that they were not there all along.
At least two of the new sites found in 2019 are not self-colonised
however, they are unofficial introductions. If they succeed longer term
and frankly they might just do that, all well and good but there are two
important points to bear in mind if those responsible are reading this.
Firstly our reintroduction programme is being carried out in a controlled
way and on a strategic learning curve. We are learning all the time about

movement of the
species and our
knowledge is being
recorded for future
generations. By
unofficially
introducing them to
other places it is
distorting our
knowledge of
movement. If they
succeed in their

unofficial site they could expand from there. The other thing to bear in
mind is where those concerned got their donor stock from. Was it from
outside Cumbria or was stock taken from one of our reintroduced
Cumbrian colonies? If the latter it might explain why our larval web
count at that donor site was lower than expected – or maybe it wasn’t,
we just don’t know.
Turning it into positives however we could just say why worry, the more
Marsh Fritillary colonies we have in Cumbria the better. And, who would
argue with that? We all have our opinions but the bottom line is the
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same, we all want a positive result. Personally I just wish those with the
expertise they might well have would harness it the right way, come into
the fold and help us in a more coordinated way.
Meantime we look forward to the next flight season and then in August
look to improve on the figure of 2,509 larval webs that we had in
Cumbria in 2019 because it was over 3,000 in 2017! If you want to help
us count the webs on one or more of our colonies in August send me an
email or give me a ring and I’ll add you to my list of volunteers – you will
enjoy it I can assure you.
Steve Doyle
See you soon! stevedoyle44@hotmail.co.uk
01228544059

Nomination Of Rosa Menendez & Andrew Wilby And The
Work Of The Lancaster University Environment Centre [Lec]
For Butterfly Conservation’s ‘Marsh Christian Conservation
Award’

Following discussions with David Wainwright, Martin Wain and
Lancashire and Cumbria branches of BC we believe that Rosa
Menendez and AndrewWilby at the LEC have made a substantive [and
ongoing] contribution to both our knowledge of butterflies and moths
and to the education and inspiration of a whole new generation of
lepidopterists. The impact of this has been regional and national: their
work has inspired others to push back the frontiers of knowledge on a
range of rare and threatened species.

mailto:stevedoyle44@hotmail.co.uk
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Other universities have staff that foster and supervise similar work,
however what makes LEC so special is the tremendous quantity and
quality of butterfly related work produced and the superb level of
co-operation that has developed between Rosa, Andy and BC staff and
volunteers.
The seeds of this started when Rosa attended BC ‘recorders report back’
sessions at RSPB Leighton Moss. Rosa then reported on student research
at this gathering and soon after initiated half day student report sessions
at Lancaster University to land owners, managers and conservation
volunteers. Now an established even,t Rosa and Andy invite approx. 50
people who are active in land management to a half day ‘report back’
when 6-8 students give summary reports on their latest research and its
implications for land management.
Leading from this, Martin, Chris Winnick and a small team of Lancashire
and Cumbria Branch committee members began meeting with Rosa and
Andy to plan full day joint LEC/BC conferences. The first took place in
March 2017 with 100 delegates and the second in March 2019 with 170
delegates. The feedback from both has been overwhelmingly positive
with attendees expressing delight with the facilities [all provided free by
LEC], the programme of visiting speakers [Key speakers were Matthew
Oates in 2017 and Jim Asher in 2019] and the outstanding student
presentations.

The audience this year included BC members from all over Northern
England together with land owners and managers.....many from our
conservation partners in the RSPB, NT, WT and FC. The goodwill this has
already generated is uplifting and the valuable educational and
net-working opportunities of real practical benefit.

Arnside Knott
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The ‘spin-off’ benefits to BC and butterfly habitat management are also
considerable. This year alone Lucy Gunson’s outstanding Masters
research into the status of Scotch Argus at Smardale Gill has lead to
ground breaking work on the use of DNA testing and the value of a
large–scale capture, mark, release and re-capture programme. Lucy has
already given further presentations to the ‘Scotch Argus Action Group’
and at Cumbria BC’s Member’s Day. With further talks planned Lucy’s
findings will inform how the NT [Arnside] and the CWT [Smardale] refine
their management policies to help sustain Scotch Argus populations.
Equally, Alex Blomfield’s 2017/18 Master’s research into the status of
the endangered Pearl-bordered Fritillary [PBF] at Warton Crag has
already led to a better understanding of their behaviour and
requirements: her ongoing PhD research into PBF on Whitbarrow will
help with their continued presence in the NW and throughout their
limited range in the UK.
Rosa and Andy are inspiring a whole new generation of talented and
enthusiastic lepidopterists. They have a tremendous working
relationship with Martin and with local BC volunteers and remain
committed to this special partnership. We are fortunate in having them
in the NW of England, however their work benefits many rare and
threatened species across the UK. We cannot think of any people or any
institution [Lancaster University’s Environment Centre] more deserving
of a BC Marsh Christian Conservation Award.

Chris Winnick [on behalf of Lancashire & Cumbria BC, Martin Wain and
David Wainwright.] June 2019
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Here are the larval foodplants for the butterflies shown on the inside
front cover.
Answers on p21
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