
Directions to Honistor Mountain Ringlet Colonies 
 

To have a good chance of seeing the Mountain Ringlet the temperature should be at 
least 15° C with some sun on the colony.  Look between mid-June and mid-July.  

 
Park in the quarry car park (Grid ref, NY 225135) situated at the top of the Honistor Pass 
road between Seatoller in Borrowdale and Buttermere.  Parking here is expensive but 
there is no option unless you want to walk up the pass. 
 
There are toilets and a café in the quarry shop (underground tours etc. are available). 
 
Leave the car park and take the path towards Great Gable, and after a zig and a zag 
you will be on the old quarry tramway (you may see occasional wooden sleepers) which 
heads uphill in a straight line for about a mile until it reaches the foundations of the old 

winding drum house at the highest point (Grid ref, NY 216135). 
 
Mountain Ringlet (MR) may be seen in the grass between here and the top of Grey 

Knotts Fell, which is on your left as you ascend the tramway path.  Keep your eyes 
peeled for a small dark-chocolate-brown butterfly flying close to the ground.  
 

If none is found here, take the obvious track leading towards Great Gable, this goes 
gently uphill around the side of Grey Knotts.  There are great views to Great Gable and 
westwards to the sea beyond the Buttermere valley. 
 
After about 800m (Grid ref, NY 213126), a less obvious track goes off bearing slightly right 
down into the head of Ennerdale.  DON’T GO THIS WAY! 
Carry on ahead up the more obvious track, where you may see MR on either side as you 
walk on up towards Great Gable. 
  
After about a further 400m (Grid ref, NY 211121) you will meet a fence coming down 
from Brandreth Fell on your left.  There is a stile and the area around the fence is the last 
good spot for the MR. You can look about over quite a wide area beyond the fence in 
the gently sloping grassy areas centred on Grid ref, NY 210120.  There are good views 
down into Ennerdale.  
 
Return the same way back to the car park. 
 
Safety Note (for those that don’t normally go on the Fells) 
 

This is high fell country and the weather can change quickly.  Cloud can lower restricting 

visibility to a few yards.  Take a warm layer and a waterproof layer in your rucksack, and 
be sure you can find your way back to the drum house to the Great Gable track, which 

is safe and easy to follow in mist. 

 
Know the Fell Top weather forecast, see the link on Cumbria branch website 

www.cumbria-butterflies.org.uk  
 

Take it easy and go at a comfortable pace when going uphill.  Take plenty of cold drink 

if it is a hot day.  Enjoy the scenery! 
 


